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The  Harrison  Collection  of  Proofs 

By  James  A.  Mackay 

(Editor's  Note:  The  following  article  is  reprinted  from  the  Jan.  31,  1964,  issue 
of  Stamp  Collecting  (London)  by  permission  of  Mr.  Kenneth  F.  Chapman,  Editor.  The 
author,  Mr.  Mackay,  is  in  charge  of  the  philatelic  collections  of  The  British  Museum. 
He  is  now  working  on  an  article  for  The  Essay-Proof  Journal  on  Harrison’s  bank 
note  engravings.  1 herefore,  the  brief  reference  to  bank  notes  in  the  original  article 
will  be  expanded  in  a future  issue  of  the  Journal.) 

PARAGRAPH  in  The  Times  [London]  of  February  6,  1962,  reporting  the  exhibition 

in  the  British  Museum  of  Commonwealth  stamps  of  the  present  reign,  was  the 
means  of  adding  to  the  museum’s  philatelic  collections  one  of  the  most  important  acquisi- 
tions in  recent  years.  The  report  was  read  by  Mr.  H.  W.  P.  Harrison,  who  decided,  as 
a result,  to  offer  examples  of  his  father’s  work  to  the  museum,  and  this  bequest  was 
eventually  carried  out  in  March  1963. 

Mr.  Harrison’s  father  was  John  Augustus  Charles  Harrison,  who  was  for  many  years 
Waterlow  & Sons’  chief  portrait  engraver  and  as  such  was  responsible  for  many  of  the 
dies  for  postage  stamps  printed  by  them  between  the  wars.  About  470  die  proofs  and 
related  material  involved  in  the  production  of  stamps  have  been  presented  to  the  museum 
and  are  now  housed  in  four  albums. 

J.  A.  C.  Harrison  came  of  an  artistic  family;  his  father  was  Samuel  Harrison,  the 
line-engraver,  and  his  grandfather  was  John  Harrison,  the  heraldic  artist.  His  own 
brothers  became  engravers  of  repute  in  America.  In  1885,  at  the  age  of  13,  he  went 
to  work  for  an  engraving  firm  in  Birmingham  as  a pupil  of  his  father,  and  five  years 
later  joined  the  staff  of  Waterlow  Brothers  and  Layton  (later  Waterlow  & Sons). 

During  this  period  he  showed  evidence  of  that  skill  which  was  to  put  him  in  the 
forefront  of  stamp  engravers  a generation  later.  An  example  of  his  work,  a scene 
depicting  fishing  boats  in  a choppy  sea,  used  for  a calendar  printed  by  Waterlows  in 
1891,  bears  this  out.  Harrison  both  designed  and  engraved  it,  and  not  only  showed  great 
artistic  ability  in  this  lively  picture  but  also  produced  an  almost  photographic  quality, 
using  a technique  of  engraving  only  straight  lines,  which  experts  have  considered  an 
exceptionally  fine  example  of  intaglio. 

About  the  turn  of  the  century  Harrison  became  a free-lance,  specialising  in  the 
design  and  engraving  of  heraldic  book-plates  and  book  illustrations.  His  artistic  talents 
ranged  far  beyond  that  of  the  illustrator  and  engraver,  however.  Throughout  his  long 
life  he  maintained  a keen  interest  in  the  stage,  both  as  an  actor  and  a manager,  and  it 
is  interesting  to  record  that  for  a time  during  World  War  I,  when  engraving  commissions 
were  infrequent,  he  appeared  in  some  of  the  early  silent  films.  One  has  the  impression 
that  this  exceptionally  gifted  man  succeeded  in  so  many  fields  by  his  persistent  approach  to 
his  work. 


G.  B.:  Harrison’s  First  Stamp  Engraving 

This  was  especially  true  of  his  career  as  a stamp  engraver,  though  his  introduction 
to  this  was  not  a fortunate  one.  In  1911  he  was  commissioned  by  the  Royal  Mint  to 
produce  dies  for  the  Georgian  definitives,  working  from  designs  by  Sir  Bertram  Mackennal. 
The  printing  process  used  was  typography,  requiring  the  dies  to  be  engraved  in  relief — 
a process  in  which  Harrison  had  little,  if  any,  previous  experience.  Volume  I of  the 
collection  is  entirely  composed  of  G.  B.  material  and  demonstrates  the  painstaking  efforts 
of  the  engraving  as  he  sought  to  acquire  skill  in  this  technique.  Enlarged  photographs 
of  the  Edwardian  one  penny  served  as  models  for  relief  engraving,  and  of  the  three- 
quarter-face  portrait  of  King  George  V there  are  proofs  from  no  less  than  six  dies  as 
Harrison  strove  after  perfection.  The  proofs  themselves  indicate  how  well  he  had 
mastered  the  new  technique,  reproducing  in  minute  detail  the  lines  of  the  hair  and  beard 
of  the  King  from  the  photograph  by  Downey. 
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I he  printers,  however,  inked  the  plates  too  generously,  clogging  the  fine  hair  lines 
and  giving  the  portrait  a heavy,  blurred  appearance.  Though  the  portrait  die  was 
subsequently  recut  and,  finally,  the  stamps  entirely  re-engraved,  public  apathy  to  the 
designs  of  the  lAd.  and  id.  led  to  a completely  new  design  using  a side-face  portrait 
being  produced  instead.  The  collection  has  a range  of  progressive  proofs  of  the  master 
die  for  the  1912  id.  and  2^d.,  and  includes  photographs  of  Mackennal’s  medallion  portrait 
with  sketches  by  Harrison  which  served  as  a guide  in  engraving  the  die.  Here,  again, 
there  are  proofs  from  several  different  dies  of  the  royal  portrait,  two  of  which  were 
used  for  the  other  low  values  and  one  for  the  fiscal  stamps. 

H arrison  also  engraved  the  superb  “Sea  Horses”  high  values,  but  these  are  only 
represented  by  a solitary  proof  in  sepia  from  the  master  die.  The  fine  recess-engraving 
of  this  stamp  confirmed  Harrison’s  versatility  in  the  two  processes  of  relief  and  intaglio, 
and  put  him  on  a par  with  Ferdinand  Schirnbock,  the  Austrian  who  is  thought  to  have 
been  the  only  other  engraver  in  Europe  who  was  outstanding  in  both  media. 

After  World  War  I,  Harrison,  though  still  primarily  working  as  a heraldic  designer 
and  engraver,  executed  several  designs  for  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.,  including  the  stamps 
issued  in  Raratonga  in  1920.  The  collection  contains  die  proofs  of  the  vignettes  showing 
the  portrait  of  Captain  Cook  and  views  of  Avarua. 


The  youthful  J.  A.  C.  Harrison  at  work  on  an  engraving.  Reproduced  by  courtesy 

of  Col.  H.  W.  P.  Harrison. 


Back  to  Waterlow 

About  this  time  several  offers  were  made  to  him,  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany, by  an  Australian  firm,  and  by  Waterlows,  who  were  eager  for  him  to  return  to 
them.  Harrison  chose  the  latter  and  became  in  1922  their  chief  portrait  engraver.  I he 
bulk  of  the  collection  consists  of  proofs  from  the  master  dies  for  stamps  he  engraved  for 
Waterlows  between  that  date  and  the  early  1930s. 
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Much  of  his  work  was  done  for  Latin  American  countries,  and  there  is  a wide  variety 
ot  proofs  from  this  held.  The  earliest  piece  from  the  Waterlow  period  is  a die  proof  of 
the  300  reis  value  in  the  Brazilian  Independence  Centenary  issue  of  1922,  portraying 
President  Pessoa.  Other  portrait  stamps  represented  in  the  collection  about  this  time 
include  those  featuring  Maldonado  y Velasco  (Costa  Rica  1924),  Senora  Morazan 
(Salvador  1924)  and  Valdivia,  O’Higgins,  Columbus  and  Balmaceda  (Chile  c.  1925-27). 

Harrison’s  Wembley  Lions 

Harrison  engraved  the  dies  for  Britain’s  first  commemoratives,  the  id.  and  if^d. 
“Wembley  Lions”  of  1924  and  1925.  There  are  10  proofs  of  these  stamps  in  the  collec- 
tion. ranging  from  the  barest  outline  of  the  design,  through  to  the  finished  vignettes  of 
the  1924  issue  and  partially  erased  dates,  to  the  recut  designs  of  1925.  The  id.  and  if^d. 
stamps  of  the  1929  Postal  Union  Congress  are  also  represented  by  proofs  in  black  and  in 
colour. 


Harrison’s  proofs  for  the  Great  Britain  “Wembley  Lions’’  of  1924-2.5.  British 

Museum  Copyright. 


Three  Commonwealth  series  were  relief-engraved  by  Harrison  in  1926.  The  trio, 
portraying  the  King  in  the  uniforms  of  Field  Marshal  and  Admiral  for  New  Zealand, 
reveal,  to  a lesser  extent,  the  problems  of  1911:  the  proofs  are  clearly  delineated  but 
Harrison’s  engravings  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  printers  in  Wellington. 

The  three  South  African  stamps  of  1926  fared  better,  as  they  were  printed  initially 
by  Waterlows  themselves.  The  Springbok  (f^d.),  “Dromedaries”  (id.)  and  Orange  Tree 
(6d.),  which  were  originally  Harrison's  work,  rank  among  the  best-known  and  most 
popular  stamps  of  the  Commonwealth.  Another  piece  of  work  in  1926,  the  Maltese 
definitive  issue,  involved  both  engraving  techniques.  The  lower  values  were  engraved  in 
relief  and  the  shilling  values  were  in  excess.  All  values  are  liberally  represented  in  the 
collection,  the  higher  values  (which  were  bi-coloured)  showing  vignette  and  frame  both 
separately  and  together. 

In  the  same  year,  Harrison  engraved  the  stamps  for  Spain’s  Red  Cross  issue,  a 
total  of  59  die  proofs  and  colour  trials  showing  the  development  of  the  series  between 
the  beginning  of  December  1925  and  February  13,  1926.  Many  of  the  items  in  the 
collection  are  dated,  and  some  show  interesting  annotations  and  corrections  in  manu- 
script. Another  series  which  Harrison  engraved  for  Spain  was  the  1928  Catacombs 
Restoration  Fund  set  portraying  King  Alfonso  XIII  and  Pope  Pius  XI. 

Between  1927  and  1931  he  engraved  the  dies  of  stamps  for  Thailand.  The  first  of 
these  was  the  definitive  series  of  1928,  the  low  values  of  which  showed  the  bust  of  King 
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Proofs  of  the  vignette,  frame  and  completed  design  of  the  1026  Malta  St. 

Paul  issue  as  found  in  the  Harrison  records.  British  Museum  Copyright. 

Prajadhipok,  and  the  high  values  a three-quarter  length  portrait  of  the  King.  This 
issue  was  followed  by  the  Chakri  Dynasty  series,  released  in  1932,  bearing  the  double 
portraits  of  Prajadhipok  and  Chao  Phya  Chakri.  Altogether  there  are  61  proofs  of  these 
Siamese  stamps  in  various  states  of  the  die  and  combinations  of  colour. 

In  1931  Harrison  engraved  the  dies  for  the  Antigua  Tercentenary  and  the  British 
Guiana  Centenary  of  County  Union  sets.  Proofs  of  the  latter  are  particularly  interesting, 
there  being  six  of  the  2 cents  denomination  alone,  beginning  with  a rudimentary  “frame- 
work’' pulled  on  a scrap  of  ruled  paper  torn  from  a note-book.  Most  of  the  proofs 
in  the  collection  are  on  thick  wove  paper  and  a very  few  are  on  card.  Their  value, 
apart  from  the  rarity  of  many  of  the  items,  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  are,  essentially, 
the  engraver’s  own  working  examples. 

An  Expressive  Portrait 

This  is  especially  true  of  the  section  devoted  to  the  North  Borneo  series  of  1931 
celebrating  the  jubilee  of  the  British  North  Borneo  Company.  Each  denomination  is 
lavishly  covered  by  proofs  of  vignette  and  frame,  both  separately  and  together,  in  various 
stages  of  development.  A good  example  of  how  the  engraver  develops  his  subject  is 
supplied  by  the  6 cents  value  depicting  an  orang-utan.  This  incidentally  is  one  of  the 
most  expressive  of  all  stamp  portraits,  and  indicates  Harrison’s  skill  in  portraying  animals 
and  human  beings  with  equal  vigour. 
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A variety  of  proofs  pulled  by  Harrison  at  various  stages  of  engraving. 

British  Museum  Copyright. 
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I he  more  colourful  policy  in  the  design  of  definitives  in  the  1930s  gave  Harrison 
fresh  scope.  His  work  in  this  period  is  represented  by  an  excellent  set  of  proofs  of  the 
three  pictorials  in  the  Jamaican  series  of  1932  featuring  Columbus  Cove  (2d.),  Wag 
Water  River  (2j^d.),  and  Priestman’s  River  (6d.).  In  the  same  year  he  engraved 
the  master  die  for  the  Sierra  Leone  low  values  using  the  popular  Van  Dyck  three- 
quarter-face  portrait  of  King  George  V.  In  1934  he  engraved  dies  for  the  definitive 
series  of  Nyasaland  and  Sarawak.  The  former  is  represented  solely  by  a die  proof  of  the 
shilling  value,  but  the  series  for  Sarawak,  portraying  Sir  Charles  Vyner  Brooke,  contains 
several  colour  trials  as  well  as  die  proofs  of  the  vignette. 

Unfortunately,  Harrison  was  not  so  interested  in  preserving  material  towards  the 
end  of  his  career,  and  tantalisingly  little  of  his  later  work  is  housed  in  this  collection. 
He  undoubtedly  engraved  the  portraits,  and  many  of  the  stamps,  produced  by  Waterlows 
at  the  beginning  of  King  George  Vi’s  reign.  Of  the  Sierra  Leone  definitives  of  1938, 
however,  only  a proof  in  black  from  the  master  die  of  the  Rice  Harvesting  design  has 
survived.  1 here  are  a few  proofs  of  the  British  Solomon  Islands’  pictorials  and  a 
complete  set  of  proofs  of  the  North  Borneo  series  of  1939,  but  little  else.  His  best 
portrait  of  King  George  VI,  the  full-face  portrait  of  the  King  in  admiral’s  uniform 
used  for  the  definitive  series  of  Southern  Rhodesia  (1937),  is  recorded  by  a proof  of  the 
vignette  in  blue. 


Bank  Notes,  Too 

The  engraving  of  postage  stamps  was  only  one  of  the  many  facets  of  his  work  for 
Waterlows.  In  1914  he  had  engraved  the  medallion  portrait  of  King  George  V for  the 
first  Government  issue  of  bank-notes  (including  a 2s.6d.  note  which  was  never  issued), 
and  these  were  but  the  prelude  to  innumerable  portraits  engraved  for  the  security  docu- 
ments and  bank-notes  of  many  countries.  They  range  from  Lord  Nelson  to  Vasco  da 
Gama,  from  Simon  Bolivar  to  the  Mona  Lisa,  and  though  they  are  larger  than  stamp 
portraits  they  were  no  less  finely  engraved.  An  interesting  bank-note  vignette,  for  a 
country  which  I have  not  been  able  to  identify,  is  a sensitive  reproduction  of  the  Chalon 
portrait  of  Queen  Victoria  which  compares  most  favourably  with  Humphreys’  treatment 
of  the  same  subject  on  the  first  stamps  of  Natal  and  New  Zealand.  At  least  one  of 
Harrison’s  portraits  is  still  current  on  bank-notes — the  portrait  of  Lady  Lavery  in  Irish 
costume,  depicted  on  the  notes  of  the  Irish  Republic. 

During  his  long  career  with  the  security  printers,  and  even  in  retirement,  Harrison 
continued  to  design  and  engrave  heraldic  bookplates.  Only  two  months  before  his  death 
in  January  1955,  in  his  84th  year,  he  produced  a finely  executed  bookplate  for  his  son, 
proof  that  his  skill  and  craftsmanship  remained  with  him  to  the  end.  Examples  of  his 
work  in  this  field  are  housed  in  the  Liverpool  Public  Libraries,  the  Victoria  and  Albert 
Museum,  and  the  Department  of  Prints  and  Drawings  in  the  British  Museum.  As  well 
as  the  proofs  and  colour  trials,  the  Harrison  Collection  includes  four  small  plates  on 
which  the  master  dies  of  some  British  stamps  and  the  portrait  of  the  Queen  Mother  for 
the  1937  Coronation  series  of  Southern  Rhodesia  were  engraved. 

A selection  of  the  British  portion  of  the  collection  was  displayed  in  the  Exhibition 
of  British  Postage  Stamps  at  the  British  Museum  in  March-April  of  1953. 

The  collection  is  not,  at  present,  on  general  display,  but  it  can  be  seen  by  appointment 
with  myself  at  the  British  Museum.  Individual  collectors  and  specialist  societies  may 
inspect  those  portions  of  particular  interest  to  them.  Parties  from  general  philatelic 
societies  can  also  be  shown  broad  cross-sections  of  the  collection  by  prior  arrangement. 


(Continued  on  Page  168.) 
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History  of  the  Preparation  of  the 

U.  S.  1861  Stamps 

Variations  of  tlie  24  Cents  Oesigns 

By  Clarence  W.  Brazer 


Copyright  1941  by  the  Author 

First  Award  Paper  for  Philatelic  Research 
Read  at  Collectors  Club,  N.  Y.  C.,  June  4,  1941 

(The  following  is  the  first  of  several  scheduled  reprints  from  the  C ollectors  Club  Philatelist , courtesy 
of  Mr.  Henry  M.  Goodkind,  Editor.  It  originally  appeared  in  the  July  1941  issue.  These  articles  by 
the  founder  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society,  the  late  Dr.  Clarence  W.  Brazer,  formed  the  foundation  for 
our  specialty  and  led  to  the  eventual  cataloguing  of  all  U.  S.  essays  and  proofs.) 


T his  article  was  submitted  to  Elliott  Perry  for  his  opinion  as  to  publication  and 
I am  pleased  to  quote  this  eminent  student  of  the  1861  issue  as  follows:  “I  am  heartily 
in  favor  of  publishing  the  article,  for  I regard  it  as  having  very  great  philatelic  value 
and  adding  much  to  the  knowledge  of  the  extremely  interesting  issue  of  which  it  treats.” 
“In  my  opinion  all  American  Philately  is  indebted  to  you  and  should  congratulate  you 
upon  have  gathered  and  published  so  much  new  information  in  such  a logical  and  enter- 
taining manner.” 


In  presenting  this  paper,  I have  no  desire  to  be  an  iconoclast  and  destroy  the  high 
values  that  have  been  established  for  the  Premiere  Gravure  stamps,  which  remain  just 
as  rare  as  they  always  have  been  whether  they  are  issued  stamps,  or  essays  as  I believe. 
My  only  object  is  to  present  the  facts  as  I have  discovered  them,  with  necessary  inter- 
pretations, and  then  let  the  readers  judge  for  themselves.  In  order  to  separate  the  facts 
from  the  discussion,  the  facts  will  be  stated  in  italics. 

I wish  also  to  affirm  my  admiration  for  John  N.  Luff’s  magnus  opus  on  The  Postage 
Stamps  of  the  United  States,  published  in  1902,  forty  years  after  the  1861  events  herein 
discussed  in  1941,  or  eighty  years  since  they  occurred.  New  information  has  been 
found  which  was  not  known  to  Mr.  Luff.  Therefore  if  I appear  to  argue  with  the 
bible  of  U.  S.  Philately,  I hope  it  will  be  understood  that  this  paper  is  an  effort  to  com- 
plete and  correct  the  record.  While  I now  present  enough  facts  to  give  a picture  of  the 
preparation  of  this  issue  of  1861,  more  facts  are  still  needed  as  to  details,  and  for  these 
the  search  will  continue. 

Back  in  1932,  I wondered  why  only  a difference  in  color,  and  no  variations  in  design, 
had  been  discovered  between  the  Premiere  Gravure  and  Regular  Issue  adhesive  stamps  of 
the  1861  24  cents  and  30  cents  stamps,  when  a difference  in  design  in  all  the  other  values  of 
the  set  had  been  discovered  and  announced  in  a paper  read  to  the  National  Philatelic 
Society  by  John  N.  Luff  on  May  26,  1896.  T herein  he  first  claimed  the  Premiere 
Gravure  “designs  were  issued  as  stamps  . . . that  they  have  done  postal  duty  and  that 
there  is  a full  set  of  them,  each  differing  in  some  way  from  the  corresponding  value  of 
the  regular  issue  ...  I have  not  been  able  to  find  any  variations  in  the  twenty-four 
and  thirty  cents  stamps  ...  A few  slight  retouches  may  be  found  on  some  of  the  twenty- 
four  cents  stamps  but  I think  they  indicate  late  touching  up  of  the  plate,  rather  than 
alterations  on  the  die  . . . Accepting  this  (August  15)  as  the  date  of  issue  of  the  stamps 
of  the  first  type,  we  have  yet  to  learn  the  date  for  the  second  types."  In  his  1902  book 
John  Luff  supplied  the  information  as  to  quantities  of  stamps  issued  on  August  16  etc., 
which  thereby  superseded  his  1896  beliefs  as  to  date  of  issue,  but  he  still  held  to  the 
two  complete  issues  of  stamps.  On  page  85  of  his  book  he  said,  “The  premiere  gravures 
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were  issued  in  the  early  part  of  August  1861.  The  14  of  the  month  is  usually  given 
as  the  date  of  issue,  though  I have  not  found  the  authority  for  the  statement.”  This 
\\  as  probably  from  John  K.  Tiffany’s  book,  first  published  in  1887,  in  the  title  heading 
descriptions  of  the  regular  issue  as  “Issue  of  August  14th,  1861.” 

I he  3 cents  and  12  cents  variations  in  design  were  so  noticeable  as  to  have  been 
known  long  before.  Neither  Tiffany  s nor  Luff  s books  give  us  anything  documentary 
about  this  1861  issue  prior  to  the  (undated)  August  printed  announcment  to  postmasters 
accompanying  the  first  shipments  of  stamps.  We  have  known  that  the  Advertisement 
for  Proposals  was  dated  March  27,  1861,  and  a short  paragraph  about  essays  accompany- 
ing the  bid  had  been  known,  but  the  eighteen-week  period  from  that  date  until  August 
16,  1 861 , when  the  stamps  were  delivered,  had  remained  a mystery  to  philatelists.  In 
Pat  Paragraphs  for  October,  1934,  Elliott  Perry  published  a newspaper  article  dated 
August  10  announcing,  “The  new  stamps  will  be  ready  by  the  middle  of  the  month.” 

As  no  facts  as  to  the  history  of  the  preparation  of  this  Civil  War  Issue  were  known, 
I began  a research  for  it  and  a study  of  my  many  die  and  plate  proofs  which  required 
chronological  arrangement.  In  Stamps  for  March  15,  April  1,  and  April  8,  1933,  I 
first  published  my  findings  of  many  additional  variations  in  design  found  on  die  proofs 
of  all  values  of  the  Premiere  Gravure  and  Regular  Issue,  including  proofs  of  the  24 
cents  and  30  cents  which  had  not  previously  been  known.  In  summing  up  these  studies 
I then  stated  (March  15,  1933),  “The  so-called  Premiere  Gravures  are  nothing  more 
than  essays,  with  the  exception  of  the  10  cents  which  was  used  for  postage”;  and  (April 
8,  I933)»  “This  evidence  tends  to  confirm  the  original  opinion,  held  prior  to  1895,  that 
all  values  of  the  Premiere  Gravures,  except  the  10  cents  and  24  cents,  were  really  finished 
essays.” 


HISTORICAL 

The  country  was  so  much  exercised  with  news  of  the  beginnings  of  the  Civil  War 
that  less  important  news  was  crowded  out  of  the  daily  papers.  In  my  research  to  find 
the  historical  facts  of  this  1861  issue  of  postage  stamps,  I have  read  New  York  papers 
from  March  15  to  August  16.  The  main  item  of  importance  found  was  the  philatelically 
unknown  and  most  important  complete  Advertisement  for  Proposals  dated  March  27, 
1861,  which  is  appended  hereto.  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.’s  contract  for  postage  stamps 
was  to  expire  on  June  10,  so  a new  contract  was  advertised , for  a six  year  term  from 
July  1,  1861.  (It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Confederate  States  P.  M.  G.  advertised 
for  bids  on  Confederate  Postage  Statnps  on  that  very  same  day  to  be  received  a day  later 
than  the  U.  S.  A.  on  May  /.J(1) 

One  of  the  requirements  advertised  was: 

“Each  bid  is  to  be  accompanied  with  a specimen  of  the  style  of  engraving,  and  the  quality  of  paper 
to  be  furnished,  which  will  be  submitted  to  a board  of  disinterested  experts  or  artists  for  examina- 
tions; and  the  accepted  bidder,  before  the  final  consummation  of  the  contract,  will  be  required  to 
prepare  designs  and  furnish  proof  impressions  of  the  engravings  of  the  several  denominations  of  the 
stamps.” 

A “specimen  of  the  style  of  engraving”  required  engraved  designs.  Those  actually 
furnished  which,  if  not  identical  with  the  stamps  later  issued,  are  philatelically  known 
as  “Essays.” 

This  advertisement  favored  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  by  requiring  “the  heads  of 
W ashington  and  Franklin”  on  the  same  value  stamps  as  they  had  produced  from  1851 
to  1861,  but  that  each  “denomination  must  be  given  distinctly,  in  figures  as  well  as  letters, 
and  the  whole  work  must  be  executed  in  the  best  style  of  line  engraving  on  steel."  The 
head  of  Jefferson  on  the  5 cents  seems  to  have  been  forgotten  in  the  advertisement,  but 
was  provided  for  in  the  contract. 


(1)See  August  Dietz,  Postal  Service  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 
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PROPOSALS  & ESSAYS  SUBMITTED 

Die  essays  of  the  Premiere  Gravure  designs  for  all  eight  values  must  have  been 
submitted  (or  essayed)  with  the  bid  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  From  this  advertise- 
ment dated  Alarch  27,  requiring  “Proposals  will  be  received  until  12  n of  3°Ci  April 
we  learn  that  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  had  only  about  a month  in  which  to  design 
and  engrave  eight  dies.  The  National  Bank  Note  Co.  was  a new  organization,  formed 

two  years  before,  and  had  no  old  vignettes  to  use  for  these  stamps.  Consequently,  all  of 

the  eight  designs  were  then  first  engraved.  The  only  duplication  was  the  vignettes  on 

the  10  cents  and  12  cents  which  were  from  the  same  master  die  engraved  by  If  m.  E. 

Alarshall.  The  12  cents  vignette  is  a smaller  oval  and  has  some  Ivies  on  the  queue  added; 
so  that  these  vignettes  are  not  identical.  It  is  therefore  readily  conceivable  that  all  these 
hastily  prepared  engravings  might  have  been  improved  by  further  consideration. 

Wh  en  the  proposals  were  opened  on  April  30,  it  was  found  that  Toppan,  Carpenter  & 
Co.  “were  underbid  for  this  contract  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.”  (as  I found  in  a 
letter  from  Charles  F.  Steel  to  Postmaster  General  Wanamaker  dated  July  22,  1889). 
I also  learn  from  the  contract  I recently  found,  that  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  price 
was  only  12  cents  per  thousand  stamps,  while  the  previous  contract  (which  I also  found) 
shows  that  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  had  previously  received  18  cents  per  thousand 
stamps.  The  Postmaster  General's  Report  of  1861  says  the  P.  O.  D.  saved  about  30% 
by  this  new  contract. 

The  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  die  essays  of  April  30,  1861,  Masons  Types  17  to 
22,  were  similar  to  the  set  of  eight  stamps  they  produced  from  1831  to  1861,  except  that 
the  required  numerals  were  added  to  the  designs  of  the  1 cent,  3 cents,  3 cents,  12  cents, 
24  cents,  go  cents  values.  The  10  cents  and  30  cents  designs  already  contained  numerals 
so  die  proofs  of  these  values  were  contained  in  the  set  with  six  new  designs  in  die  essays. 
Their  colors  of  all  eight  values  were,  however,  practically  the  same  as  they  used  on  the 
previously  issued  stamps  as  shoivn  by  the  accompanying  exhibit. 

The  Postmaster  General’s  Report  dated  December  2,  1861  states: 

“In  order  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  use  of  the  large  quantity  of  stamps  remaining  unaccounted 

for,  in  the  hands  of  postmasters  in  the  disloyal  states,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  change  the  design 

and  color  of  those  manufactured  under  the  new  contract.” 

The  American  Bank  Note  Co.  also  submitted  a bid  with  seven  model  essays  for 
postage  stamps.  These  were  little  more  than  the  required  “specimen  of  the  style  of 
engraving”  and  all  in  black.  They  are  Alasons  essays  134C,  134D,  134F,  134F,  134H, 
134I  and  134J.  The  Washington  head  vignettes  on  the  3 cents  essays  134F  and 
134J.  and  on  the  3 cents  (or  12  cents f)  134H  and  134I  are  all  the  same,  and  were 
inherited  from  Bald,  Cousland  & Co.  The  frames  of  the  3 cents  essays  134C  and  134D 
are  also  similar  to  the  Bald,  Cousland  & Co.  essays  7>  8,  9,  11,  12  and  13  of  1831.  The 
beautiful  3 cents  essay  134F  is  a Washington  head  on  the  frame  that  the  A.  B.  N.  C. 
engraved  for  the  3 cents  Nova  Scotia  stamp  of  i860.  It  is  noticeable  that  the  above  essays 
134C,  134D  and  134F  do  not  contain  “ denominations  given  distinctly  in  figures ” as 
required  by  the  advertisement,  but  are  so  similar  to  the  others  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  they  are  part  of  the  set  essayed  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  whose  name  is 
engraved  on  134H.  Their  letter  of  May  6,  1861,  to  the  Postmaster  General,  which 
I published  on  page  125  of  the  Collectors  Club  Philatelist  for  April,  1941,  clearly  shows 
their  rivalry  with  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  for  the  postage  stamp  contract.  The  award 
of  this  contract  was  then  under  consideration.  “A  prominent  firm  of  engravers " was 
editorially  spanked  by  the  N.  Y.  Tribune  on  May  9,  for  bidding  on  postage  stamps  and 
bank  notes  to  both  the  United  States  and  the  Confederacy  at  the  same  time.  The 
American  Bank  Note  Co.  letter  shows  this  accusation  was  not  entirely  true  as  their 
negotiation  with  the  Postmaster  General  of  the  Confederacy  was  on  Alarch  4,  1861, 
before  either  government  advertised  for  postage  stamp  proposals. 

It  is  not  likely  there  were  any  other,  than  the  three  above,  bidders  equipped  at  that 
time  to  comply  with  the  specifications  advertised  and  to  submit  essays  line  engraved 
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on  steel.  1 he  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.  was  not  formed  until  1863,  and  practically 
all  the  other  bank  note  engraving  firms  of  importance  had  been  consolidated  into  the 
American  Bank  Note  Co.  in  1858. 

ESSAYS  CONSIDERED  BY  BOARD  OF  ARTISTS 

As  provided  in  the  Advertisement  for  bids,  the  various  essay  designs  and  the  proposals 
submitted  by  the  bidders  on  April  30  “will  be  submitted  to  a Board  of  disinterested 
experts  or  artists  for  examination.”  The  National  Bank  Note  Co.  die  essays,  in  the 
Premiere  Gravure  designs,  were  favorably  considered.  No  doubt  this  Board  of  artists 
desired  to  see  how  these  irregular  border  Premiere  Gravure  die  essay  designs  would 
appear  in  finished  plate  sheets,  and  so  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  made  plates  No.  1 to 
No.  8 of  all  the  values  and  submitted  finished  essays,  perforated  and  gummed,  which 
showed  they  could  produce  finished  stamps.  The  gum  is  brown  and  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  applied  by  experienced  gummers.  The  Advertisement  required  “ the  accepted 
bidder  to  furnish  proof  impressions  of  the  engravings  of  the  several  denominations  of  the 
stamps.  I estimate  this  may  have  required  most  of  May  and  possibly  some  of  June. 
So  in  June  (not  August)  these  Premiere  Gravure  plate  essays  were  printed  in  trial  colors 
generally  similar  to  those  of  the  previously  issued  stamps  and  essayed  to  the  Board  for 
approval.  The  finished  plate  sheets , which  ivere  submitted , were  on  transparent  stamp 
paper , perforated  and  gummed.  Some  of  the  3 cents  and  go  cents  exist  on  transparent 
paper  imperforate , and  the  go  cents  also  in  green.  (I  also  have  the  90  cents  completed 
design  as  issued  but  imperforate  in  two  shades  of  blue,  and  one  of  these  which  has  white 
gum  has  “Specimen”  diagonally  in  manuscript). 

As  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  did  not  have  previous  experience  in  producing 
perforated  stamps,  these  plates  were  all  laid  doivn  with  the  same  21.3mm.  horizontal 
by  about  26mm.  vertical  spacing  on  centers,  regardless  of  the  varying  sizes  of  the  different 
value  designs. 

It  is  these  incomplete  Premiere  Gravure  finished  essays  on  stamp  paper  that,  due 
to  the  War  necessity,  were  probably  sent  to  the  foreign  governments  in  June,  in  lieu  of 
specimens  of  the  new  issue  of  stamps,  when  those  governments  were  advised  that  the 
old  stamps  would  not  be  recognized.  The  final  variations  in  design  were  so  unnotice  able 
that  even  philatelists  did  not  discover  them  (except  the  3 cents  and  12)  until  about  33 
years  later. 


CHANGING  THE  DIES 

Luffs  book  states,  “The  first  designs  did  not  give  full  satisfaction  and  improvements 
were  ordered.” 

The  Board  of  artists,  from  consideration  of  these  Premiere  Gravure  essay  sheets, 
may  then  have  required  the  changes  to  “square  up”  the  designs  and  strengthen  the 
shadows  and  the  silhouettes,  as  submitted  on  these  finished  plate  essays.  In  any  event 
that  is  what  was  done.  Knowing  the  desire  of  all  good  artists  to  improve  their  hurriedly 
executed  work,  I believe  that  the  engravers  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  no  doubt 
took  this  opportunity  to  improve  the  hurriedly  prepared  die  essay  engraving  by  adding 
further  details.  Possibly  the  24  cents  die  and  some  other  dies  had  been  touched  up 
before  the  plates  were  made.  Other  changes  may  have  been  ordered.  All  the  changes, 
or  variations  in  the  designs,  were  artistic  improvements. 

The  first  dies  must  have  been  hardened  in  order  to  take  up  transfers  to  make  the 
Premiere  Gravure  essay  plates.  Some  of  the  dies  appear  to  have  been  softened  and  re- 
engraved, and  in  other  cases  (I  have  not  yet  completed  the  study  of  all  my  die  proofs 
of  other  values)  duplicate  laydown  dies  were  made  and  re-engraved  in  the  completed 
designs,  and  die  proofs  in  black  ivere  made  and  submitted  for  final  approval.  These 
laydown  dies  differ  in  size  from  the  early  dies.  Probably  it  was  sometime  in  June  before 
the  revised  and  completed  designs  were  approved. 
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SELECTING  THE  COLORS 

7 he  Board  of  artists  also  had  the  duty  of  selecting  the  colors  for  the  stamps.  I have 
the  finished  Premiere  Gravure  plate  essays  of  the  3 cents  in  four  hues  of  red : in  Ridgway  s 
ii/ 1 Dim  deep  Red,  3k/o  dark  orange-red  Red  (Scott’s  brown  red),  yh/i  Dim  orange 
Red,  (all  of  which  are  common  and  frequently  sold  as  No.  36)  and  also  in  a rare  yi/2 
Dull  red-violet  Red  which  is  a similar  color  to  Scott’s  No.  64  pink.  I also  have  the  go 
cents  Premiere  Gravure  plate  essay  in  green  on  the  transparent  stamp  paper  imperforate , 
iv  it  ho  ut  gum. 

Probably  about  the  time  the  Premiere  Gravure  plates  were  printed  in  June,  the 
Board  desired  to  consider  other  colors,  as  the  Postmaster  General’s  report  stated  ‘it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  change  the  designs  and  color”  of  the  new  stamps.  Of  the  I 
cent  design  I have  die  essays  in  five  colors  printed  on  India  paper,  from  the  die  after 
the  generally  known  retouches  designating  regular  issue  had  been  added  to  the  die,  but 
before  the  die  was  completed  by  strengthening  the  silhouette  of  the  frame,  thus  showing 
that  color  trials  were  made  before  the  design  engraving  was  completed . These  colors 
are  dull  red,  orange,  yellow,  brown,  green  and  blue.  The  3 cents  Premiere  Gravure 
die  was  printed  in  black,  pink,  dull  carmine,  red,  brown,  brown  red  and  scarlet.  The 
3 cents  completed  die  proofs  on  India  paper  exist  in  black,  gray,  scarlet,  rose,  orange 
red,  green  and  blue.  I also  have  the  Premiere  Gravure  plate  essays  on  India  paper,  the 
I cent  in  indigo,  dark  ultramarine , ultramarine  and  blue,  and  the  3 cents  similar  to  the 
first  three  colors  of  those  essays  finished  on  stamp  paper.  I also  have  impressions  from 
the  Premiere  Gravure  dies  of  the  3 cents  on  the  transparent  stamp  paper  in  11  hues  of 
red,  including  3i/o,  5i/o,  7i/o,  1-/1,  ii/i,  3-/1,  71-/2,  1-/2,  ii/2,  67d/2,  and  69I5/2. 
The  last  two  are  hues  of  pink,  showing  that  this  color  was  probably  somewhat  favored, 
as  an  early  regularly  issued  stamp  was  pink.  I also  have  the  30  cents  die  impressions  on 
imperforate  transparent  stamp  paper  without  gum  in  6 hues  of  orange-yellow  including 
tii/o,  13b/ 1,  ts'i/o,  iyi/o,  ryj/i  and  igh/i. 

I also  have  die  impressions  of  all  values  each  in  several  colors  including  the  24 
cents  Type  II  in  8 colors:  1-/2  Dull  Red,  31/0  deep  orange-red  Red,  yi/ O red  Orange, 
gm/o  dusky  Orange,  nm/o  dusky-yellow  (brown),  i^j/o  yellow  Orange,  gym/ 2 Dull 
dusky  g-b.  Blue  (a  little  brighter  than  Scott’s  No.  70a  steel  blue)  and  63m/ 3 Smoky 
dusky  r-r.  Violet  which  is  similar  to  Scott’s  No.  60  Violet.  My  30  cents  die  color 
trials  are  Premiere  Gravure  design  in:  1-/2  Dull  Red,  31/0  deep  orange-orange  Red, 
gi/o  deep  orange-red  Orange  (approximate  premiere  color),  i3i/o  deep  orange  yellow 
Orange  (an  issued  color),  ym/i  Dim  dusky  red  Orange  (brown)  and  gym/ 2 Dull  dusky 
g-b.  Blue  The  90  cents  was  tried  in  16  hues  of  blue  from  dark  indigo  blue  to  light 
ultramarine.  I have  the  go  cents  Premiere  Gravure  die  essays  marked  No.  13  in  bright 
ultramarine,  No.  14  in  dull  ultramarine,  No.  15  in  47111/2  indigo  blue  and  No.  16  in 

a darker  blue.  I also  have  the  go  cents  completed  die  proofs  in  scarlet,  yellow,  red- 

brown,  brown,  gray,  and  blue.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  give  all  colors  known  of  the 
other  values.  Some  of  these  die  trial  colors  are  from  the  Premiere  Gravure  state  of  the 
die,  some  from  an  intermediate  state  and  others  apparently  from  the  completed  design 
as  issued,  thus  placing  their  dates  of  printing  as  during  the  process  of  changing  the  dies. 
Due  to  existence  of  proofs  from  intermediate  states  of  the  dies,  minute  examination 
and  comparison  with  the  issued  stamps  is  necessary  to  determine  whether  all  designs 
were  actually  changed  in  some  details  between  the  Premiere  Gravure  designs  and  the 
regularly  issued  designs. 

The  idea  “to  change  the  design  and  color’’  from  the  previous  issue  probably  means 

that  the  intention  was  to  change  the  hues  of  colors.  In  a P.  O.  D.  letter  of  June  1, 

i860,  approving  a lilac  “shade”  they  also  requested  “care  to  preserve  the  most  marked 
difference  between  the  ‘tints’  of  lilac  and  those  of  the  5 cents  stamp”  which  apparently 
gave  the  contractors  an  option.  (Note  the  careless  use  of  “shade”  and  “tints”  by  the 
P.  O.  D.  apparently  meaning  the  same  thing.) 
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THE  TRANSPARENT  PAPER 

This  Board  also  had  the  duty  of  approving  the  stamp  paper.  The  Premiere  Gravure 
plate  essays,  and  some  die  essays,  were  printed  on  a thin  transparent  bank-note  paper, 
probably  found  too  good  to  tear  readily  when  perforated.  After  80  years  I do  not  find 
this  ungummed  paper  “brittle,”  but  crisp  as  a bank-note.  Several  other  transparent, 
semi-transparent  and  more  opaque  experimental  papers  were  tried  for  the  I cent  and  j 
cents  stamps  in  completed  design,  but  in  three  varying  hues  of  blue  and  red.  Some 
of  these  finished  proofs  perforated  and  gummed  in  my  collection  are  on  paper  so  thick 
that  the  impressions  are  not  clear.  In  any  event  a thicker  and  more  opaque  paper  was 
approved.  It  may  have  required  too  long  to  obtain  a supply  of  the  approved  paper,  and 
due  to  the  urgency  of  speed  in  delivery  the  transparent  paper  on  hand  was  temporarily 
used  until  the  new  paper  arrived.  Some  stamps  in  the  completed  designs  exist  on  the  early 
transparent  paper  in  the  early  colors. 

I estimate  that  it  took  about  eight  weeks  to  do  all  the  above  and  obtain  the  Board’s 
approval,  which  was  perhaps  obtained  about  the  first  of  July. 

NEW  PLATES 

In  perforating  the  Premiere  Gravure  plate  essays,  it  may  have  been  found  that 
the  uniform  spacing  on  centers  of  all  the  designs,  whether  large  or  small,  left  between 
the  large  designs  only  about  wide  gutters,  which  did  not  give  sufficient  room 

for  perforating  the  large  designs.  Consequently,  when  the  six  new  plates  having  the 
completed  designs  of  the  ic,  3c,  5c,  10c,  12c,  and  90c  were  made,  these  larger  designs 
were  spaced  to  leave  2^mm.  gutters  between  the  stamps.  The  original  spacing  was 
large  enough  for  perforating  the  small  size  24  cents  and  30  cents  designs,  so  it  was 
unnecessary  to  make  new  plates  for  these  two  values. 

PRINTING  THE  STAMPS 

Re-making  at  least  six  new  plates  with  the  four  duplicate  plates,  No.  10  of  the 
1 cent  and  Nos.  12,  13,  14  of  the  3 cents,  must  have  required  considerable  time  late 
in  June  and  early  in  July,  so  that  they  may  have  been  ready  to  harden  and  print  about 
the  time  the  new  plant  for  printing,  drying,  gumming,  perforating  and  packing  was 
ready  for  operation.  It  is  quite  likely  that  a P.  O.  D.  Agent  was  assigned  to  the 
National  Bank  Note  Co.  plant  as  soon  as  the  finished  plates  were  approved,  if  not  before. 
As  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.’s  contract  expired  on  June  10,  the  Stamp  Agent  probably 
was  soon  thereafter  sent  to  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  though  he  may  have  had  a 
vacation  between  times.  If  all  final  approvals  had  been  obtained  the  printing  of  stamps 
to  be  issued  might  have  begun.  It  is  possible  some  color  hues  may  have  been  changed 
during  the  early  printings  of  the  stamps,  such  as  the  3 cents  pink,  5 cents  buff,  10 
cents  dark  green,  24  cents  steel  blue  and  90  cents  dull  blue.  While  no  contract  was 
yet  signed,  or  date  of  beginning  determined,  the  printing  of  the  stamps  no  doubt  was 
begun,  because  of  the  urgency.  This  is  proved  by  the  large  quantity  ready  for  delivery  on 
August  15,  the  day  the  contract  was  to  begin. 

It  must  have  been  known  before  June  1,  1861,  that  the  contract  would  be  awarded 
to  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.,  for  Charles  F.  Steel  said  (in  a letter  of  July  22,  1889 
addressed  to  P.  M.  G.  Wanamaker),  “In  1861  [ about  June  /]  I went  to  New  York  and 
fitted  up  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  establishment.’’  (He  had  been  engaged  in  the 
finishing  of  postage  stamps  by  Toppan,  Carpenter  & Co.  since  1855.)  From  Steel’s  other 
papers,  I find  that  on  June  11  he  was  employed  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  “to  take 
charge  of  their  production  of  postage  stamps,  set  up  a plant  in  new  premises  (at  53 
Broadivay)  in  New  York  and  devise  an  accurate  system  for  accounting  for  paper  sheets 
printed,  etc.  that  nothing  be  lost.”  Steel’s  work  began  after  the  stamps  were  printed 
(as  defined  in  his  later  contract  of  March  1,  1873,  with  the  Continental  Bank  Note  Co.). 
He  issued  the  paper  to  the  printer  and  received  it  from  the  printing  room.  Obtaining 
new  machinery,  fitting  up  the  new  premises,  finding  and  breaking  in  employees,  may 
have  required  most  of  June  and  part  of  July. 
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1*  rom  the  information  available,  let  us  estimate  the  time  required  to  print  and  deliver 
the  stamps.  I find  among  Charles  F.  Steel’s  papers  a letter  from  the  National  Bank 
\ ote  (jo.  dated  September  12,  1S61,  after  about  three  months  operation,  authorizing  him 
to  put  in  force  the  daily  task  for  experienced  gummers  of  IOOO  sheets  per  day”  or 
200,000  stamps  each.  1 he  gumming  was  done  by  hand.  Also  “ the  daily  task  for 
experienced  perforators  of  j ,500  sheets  per,  day”  or  1,500,000  stamps.  An  illustration  of 
a perforating  machine  in  Harpers  Magazine  for  February,  1862,  shows  wheels  set  to 
perforate  one  direction  at  a time.  While  gumming  required  7.5  times  as  long  as  perforating, 
seven  or  more  gummers  could  work  at  the  same  time.  However  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
Company  had  more  than  one  perforating  machince  available,  probably  with  change- 
able spacers,  one  for  horizontal  and  one  for  vertical  spacing.  This  was  the  “bottle 

neck  in  the  stamp  finishing  plant.  So  we  will  take  the  possible  quantity  of  production 
after  September  12  as  about  1,500,000  stamps  per  day,  provided  that  many  stamps 
were  printed,  gummed  and  dried  ready  to  be  perforated.  The  same  authorization  provided 
for  a possibility  of  overtime  work  producing  2,500  sheets  beyond  the  daily  task  or  10,000 
sheets  which  would  be  a maximum  of  2,000,000  stamps  per  day  capacity  in  this  perforating 
stage  of  the  finishing  operations,  one  month  after  beginning. 

According  to  the  article  in  the  New  } ork  Evening  Post  for  August  24,  1861, 

(published  by  Elliott  Perry  in  Pat  Paragraphs,  November,  1931)  the  National  Bank  Note 
(jO.  then  had  nine  presses  in  this  establishment , six  of  them  driven  by  steam,  and  now 
running  night  and  day  to  meet  the  demand  for  the  new  stamps  . . . the  manufacturers 

are  producing  them  at  the  rate  of  1, 300,000  a day.”  This  was  200,000  under  a regular 

day  capacity  for  the  perforating,  one  month  later. 

According  to  the  records  given  by  John  Luff  about  8,000,000  stamps  were  delivered 
to  the  P.  O.  D.  Agent  the  first  two  days,  on  August  16  and  ij.  The  accompanying 
contract  shows  this  was  immediately  after  the  contract  was  to  begin  on  August  75.  At 
a production  capacity  of  1,300,000  stamps  per  day  it  would  have  required  at  least  a week 
previous  to  August  15  to  finish  those  ready  for  delivery  on  the  1 6th , and  quite  probably 
some  of  the  stamps  had  been  printed  the  first  few  days  in  August. 

THE  CONTRACT 

The  appended  contract  for  this  1861  issue,  which  I believe  has  not  heretofore  been 
published  or  known  to  philatelists,  was  “to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  August” 
1861.  This  therefore  is  definitely  the  reason  why  the  stamps  previously  prepared  were 
not  delivered  before  August  16,  as  the  contractors  could  not  have  paid  for  stamps  before 
the  contract  was  to  begin.  That  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  were  good  sports  and 
patriotic  citizens  is  amply  proved  by  the  great  amount  of  stamps  produced  and  delivered 
before  this  contract  was  actually  signed  and  delivered  which  was  on  November  5,  1861. 
No  doubt  the  Government  lawyers  had  many  other  more  urgent  War  contracts  to 
prepare  at  that  time,  and  consequently  this  routine  contract  was  allowed  to  wait.  The 
contract,  was  however,  signed  before  the  iirst  quarterly  payment  became  due  on  November 

15- 

THE  24  CENTS  DIE  DESIGNS 

Type  I.  There  were  two  dies  for  the  24  cents  stamp.  The  first  is  Die  No.  445 
and  the  large  size  die  sinkage  measures  56.5  x 56  mm.  I designate  impressions  from 
the  first  state  of  this  die  as  Type  I.  / have  die  essay  impressions  on  India  paper  from  the 
Type  I state  of  the  large  die  445  in  colors  6im/4  Smoky  dusky  violet-red  Violet,  6gk / 3 
Dismal  dark  red-violet,  6itn/ 3 Dismal  dusky  v-r.  Violet,  and  a stamp  size  copy  in  6ik/4 
Smoky  dark  v-r.  Violet — which  are  probably  four  trial  hues.  These  die  essays  were 
submitted  on  April  JO. 

Type  III.  The  second  state  of  this  large  size  Die  No.  445  is  the  finely  completed 
state  as  shown  in  the  illustration  and  designated  as  Type  III,  and  is  from  a black 
impression.  I have  not  seen  this  Type  III  proof  in  colors.  The  re-engraving  of  this  large 
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Incomplete  Die  Essay  of  24  Cents 

Vignette  Engraved  by  Wm.  E.  Marshall 
Frame  Engine  Work  by  Cyrus  Durand 
Design  probably  by  James  MacDonough 

Note  pencil  sketch  by  designer  in  lower  left  star.  Engraving  on  neck  stock 
under  chin  is  incomplete.  Also,  the  colorless  jagged  interior  frame  about  the 
vignette  later  had  a hand-engraved  line  added.  The  acid  etching  covers  the  colorless 
spaces  between  the  engraved  lines  on  coat  collar,  under  chin  and  cheek,  hair  under 
the  ears,  under  the  eyebrows,  upper  left  background  and  defining  the  ornamental 
scrolls  outside  lozenge  exterior  frame,  enriching  the  color  of  the  design. 

Die  No.  445  Type  III  is  of  finer  workmanship  than  that  on  the  small  Type  II  die.  The 
oval  shadows  over  the  numerals  24,  the  front  of  the  right  coat  collar,  and  the  hair 
about  the  right  ear,  etc.,  appear  to  have  been  strengthened  by  acid  etching.  I believe  this 
die  Type  III  is  the  design  finally  approved.  If  not,  why  go  to  the  time  and  expense  to 
complete  it  ? 
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Type  II.  The  second  small  size  l'ype  II  die  has  no  die  number  nor  imprint  and 
the  die  sinkage  measures  5/  x 5J.5  mm.  I believe  this  die  was  a laydown  from  the 
first  state  of  Die  445  Type  I,  and  was  crudely  re-engraved.  I designate  this  small  die 
Type  II,  as  illustrated.  1 his  die  was  considerably  re-engraved  about  the  top  and  bottom 
in  many  places  as  indicated  by  arrows  on  the  illustration.  The  most  distinctive  retouches 
are  indicated  by  A.  F.  and  the  dot  at  C..  The  flaws  transferred  to  the  left  frame  at 
N and  O are  noticeable  also  on  plate  proofs  and  on  stamps.  The  recutting  of  this 
die  is  more  crudely  done  than  on  Type  III,  and  was  probably  unsatisfactory,  therefore 
Die  445  "Fype  III  was  completed  by  a more  expert  engraver. 


TYPE  I 

Stanley  B.  Ashbrook  photo 


Die  Essay  Submitted  With  Rid  On  April  30tli 

From  incomplete  Die  No.  445,  size  56.5x56mm. 
Compare  with  TYPE  III  which  is  the  completed  design. 
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/ have  trial  color  impressions  from  this  small  die  Type  II  in  eight  colors  as  given 
above  under  SELECT  ING  THE  COLORS,’’  which  include  63m/ 3 Dismal  dusky 
red-red  violet  a catalogued  Premiere  Gravure  stamp  color,  and  47m/ 2 g-b  Blue  or  a 
bright  ‘steel  blue’’  now  generally  considered  an  early  printing  of  the  stamp.  This  die 
design  was  used  for  the  June  plate  essays. 

THE  24  CENTS  PLATE  DESIGNS 

The  first  or  early  Premiere  Gravure  state  of  Plate  No.  6 was  made  by  a transfer 
from  the  small  size  die  Type  II.  I have  a horizontal  imprint  strip  of  four  (95L  to  98L) 
India  paper  essays,  from  the  left  pane  before  the  number  6 was  engraved  on  the  plate. 
This  color  6in/3  Dismal  very  dusky  r-r.  Violet  is  generally  called  a Premiere  Gravure 
color.  1 also  have  a block  of  30  (31L  to  100L ) India  paper  essays  from  the  bottom  of 
the  left  pane  after  the  Plate  No.  6 had  been  engraved  on  the  plate,  in  color  69m / 3 
Dismal  dusky  red-violet  Red.  I also  have  India  paper  plate  essays  from  this  early  state 
of  the  plate  in  colors  61m/ 3 Dismal  dusky  v-r.  Violet  and  63m/ 3 Dismal  dusky  red 
l iolet.  Thus  the  early  state  of  the  plate  was  printed  in  four  hues  of  red  violet , probably 
as  trial  color  essays. 

This  plate  No.  6 was  completely  re-entered  and  not  “a  late  touching  up  of  the 
plate’  as  believed  by  John  Luff.  I have  a block  of  12  India  paper  plate  proof  83R  to  98R 
from  the  bottom  of  the  right  pane  showing  Plate  No.  6 and  Imprint  in  color  6911/3 
Dismal  dusky  red-violet  Red  with  many  shifted  re-entries.  I have  other  India  paper 
plate  proofs  in  color  61  i/4  Smoky  deep  v-r.  Violet  which  also  show  re-entry.  Karl 
Burroughs  has  kindly  loaned  me  his  larger  block  of  fifty  31R  to  100R  from  the  bottom 
of  the  right  pane,  also  in  color  69n/ 3.  From  information  in  my  published  articles  he  has 
studied  it,  position  by  position.  This  block  also  is  full  of  re-entries . I have  seen  his 
extensive  notes  which  I hope  he  will  publish  for  the  benefit  of  students  interested.  Mr. 
Burroughs  has  found  many  shifts  on  the  stamps.  He  gives  me  permission  to  quote: 
the  tops  of  Nos.  74R  and  96R  resemble  the  Premiere  Gravure  Type  II  design  on  the 
die  essays.  Also  that  Nos.  84R  and  100R  are  in  this  class  but  not  as  clear  as  74R  and  96R. 
Only  seven  of  these  positions  show  no  shifts,  and  82R  is  the  most  perfect  re-entry 
without  shift. 

I find  that  No.  96R  has  a clear  shift  raised  above  the  top  of  the  original  entry. 
Generally  the  shifts  are  microscopic  but  some  are  easily  seen  without  magnification.  As 
this  study  covers  only  25%  of  the  plate,  it  is  possible  that  some  positions  in  both  panes 
may  have  escaped  complete  re-entry. 

When  and  why  was  Plate  6 re-entered?  John  Luff  seems  to  have  believed  it  was 
“a  late  touching  up.”  If  it  was  late  then  we  would  expect  that  the  plate  had  become 
worn  before  it  was  re-entered.  But  the  India  paper  plate  proofs  from  the  re-entered 
plate  do  not  seem  to  show  wear  at  the  places  where  the  original  entry  was  not  covered 
by  the  shifted  re-enters.  In  1861,  I believe  the  plates  were  hardened  before  printing  the 
stamps,  and  that  all  the  50,000  impressions  printed  from  Plate  6 could  probably  have 
been  obtained  at  that  time  from  a hardened  plate  without  it  becoming  worn  and  re-entered 
at  a later  date.  I do  not  recall  ever  having  seen  a 24c  stamp  that  appeared  to  come 
from  a noticeably  worn  plate.  There  was  therefore  no  necessity  for  re-entering  because 
of  a worn  plate.  Any  stamps  printed  from  the  early  state  of  the  plate  would  be  in 
the  premiere  design,  and  I have  not  seen  any.  Thus  I am  led  to  believe  that  this  plate 
was  re-entered  before  it  became  worn  from  printing  stamps,  and  before  any  stamps  were 
printed.  The  1867  grilled  stamps  and  the  1875  re-issue  stamps  are  also  from  the 
re-entered  Plate  No.  6 and  show  no  wear  of  the  plate. 

CONCLUSION 

Why  did  the  National  Bank  Note  Co.  take  the  time  and  expense  to  re-enter  this 
plate  soon  after  it  was  made  and  before  it  was  worn?  I can  see  only  one  answer  to 
this  question:  The  completed  design  Type  III  of  the  large  size  Die  No.  445  is  the 
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Die  Proof  From  Completed  Die  No.  445 

Compare  with  Type  I at  points  indicated  by  arrows.  The  shadows 
over  the  numerals  2 4 at  A and  B have  an  acid  etching  added.  Note  there 
are  no  flaws  at  N as  on  TYPE  II. 


final  approved  design,  and  the  Premiere  Gravure  state  of  the  plate,  which  contained 
the  crude  recutting  of  the  small  size  die  Type  II,  was  therefore  re-entered  with  a transfer 
from  the  completed  approved  designs  perhaps  in  an  effort  to  correct  these  crudities  or 
simply  because  the  first  entered  design  was  not  that  which  was  finally  approved.  Some 
of  the  originally  entered  crude  Type  II  die  recuts  and  flaws  were  so  deeply  cut  into 
the  plate  that  the  finer  line  cutting  of  the  Type  III  die  in  approved  design  did  not 
entirely  correct  the  original  entries.  T he  late  state  of  the  re-entered  plate  therefore  shows 
a combination  of  transfers  from  both  dies  Type  II  and  Type  III,  whereas  the  early 
Premiere  Gravure  state  of  the  plate  is  only  Type  II.  The  issued  stamps  which  I have 
examined  seem  to  come  from  the  re-entered  state  of  the  plate,  and  many  show  shifts. 
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The  most  distinctive  feature  of  the  late  plate  design  is  a wide  oval  shadow  over  the  2 of 
the  right  24  which  nearly  eliminates  the  colorless  space  found  here  on  the  Premiere 
Gravure  designs.  Due  to  some  of  the  lines  of  the  re-entered  design  being  shifted  on 
the  plate,  they  overlay  some  of  the  originally  entered  designs  and  thus  produce  variations 
in  the  designs  of  various  positions  on  the  plate.  I have  a used  24  cents  stamp  in  color 
69^/3  which  is  similar  to  position  74R,  in  that  clear  paper  shows  in  the  shadow  over  the 
upper  right  2.  This  variety  also  exists  in  the  brown  and  gray  printing  of  1865-1866. 


Stanley  B.  Ashbrook  photo 


Die  Essay  Of  Premiere  Gravure  Design 
Size  of  die  51x53. 5mm. 

The  June  plate  essays  are  in  this  design.  Note  absence  of  acid  etched  shadows 
over  numerals  24  particularly  at  A where  the  colorless  paper  may  be  seen  between 
the  engraved  shadow  lines.  Also  note  crude  re-cutting  at  F and  broken  line  flaws 
at  N and  O.  Compare  with  TYPE  III  completed  design  which  was  used  to  re-enter 
Plate  6 before  the  stamps  were  printed. 
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t is  possi  t t at  some  of  the  150  positions  on  the  left  pane  and  the  upper  right  pane 
ma\  lav  1 escaped  re-entry,  or  may  have  had  a short  transfer  at  the  top  or  bottom.  Such 
positions  s ou  more  or  less  resemble  the  Premiere  Gravure  design.  But  a further 

^tui_\  of  t e stamps  is  out  of  my  sphere  and  I leave  this  to  the  experienced  plater  with 
better  eyesight. 


<lve  not  -'ct  searched  for  (nor  found)  finished  Premiere  Gravure  plate  designs 
l_\pe  II  on  the  transparent  paper  gummed  and  perforated,  or  imperforate,  which  were 
probably  part  of  the  set  of  eight  premiere  sheets  originally  submitted  in  June.  These 
not  re-entered  designs  should  be  found  on  transparent  paper  in  unused  condition  with 
brown  gum,  or  with  a clear  trial  target  cancellation,  and  probably  in  one  of  the  colors 
u.sed  for  the  early  printings.  I have  heard  of  two  possibilities,  so  now  the  chase  is  on.  1 
hope  some  may  be  found  and  I wrould  en)oy  seeing  one. 


COLORS  OF  THE  24  CENTS 

1 he  colors  of  the  24  cents  stamps  are  very  difficult  to  fix  due  to  the  fading  of  the 
violet  colors,  but  many  proofs  have  been  kept  fresh  and  are  more  easily  determined. 
Stamp  paper  ages  yellower  after  80  years,  whereas  India  paper  retains  its  whiteness. 
Karl  Burroughs’  original  die  essay  Premiere  Gravure  No.  60E  autographed  by  the  vignette 
engraver  William  E.  Marshall  is  said  to  be  Ridgway’s  6in/2  Dull  v.  dusky  v-r.  Violet. 

Scott  s catalog  lists  tw’o  “gray  lilacs”  No.  60a  on  transparent  paper  and  No.  78a 
on  opaque  paper.  These  colors  may  have  been  printed  at  the  same  time  on  the  different 
papers,  but  the  catalog  lists  No.  60a  under  “First  Designs”  and  No.  78a  under  “Regular 
Issue”!  The  No  70b  steel  blue  color  stamp  which  may  be  471/4,  49i / 4 or  49k/4  also 
must  be  an  early  color  as  it  exists  on  the  transparent  paper. 

Thus  by  piecing  together  the  fragments  of  documentary  evidence  and  the  physical 
evidence  of  existing  essays  and  proofs,  we  are  able  to  reconstruct  at  least  an  outline 
history  of  the  preparation  of  the  1861  issue  of  U.  S.  stamps,  as  it  now  appears  to  me. 
There  is  much  more  cooperative  evidence  available  among  the  essays  and  proofs  of 
the  other  denominations,  wffiich  will  be  written  at  a future  time.  It  is  quite  evident  that 
all  the  Premiere  Gravure  designs,  or  wrongly  called  “August”  or  “First  Issue”  stamps, 
were  essays — and  that  all  stamps,  except  the  Type  I 10c,  issued  after  August  15  were  the 
completed  designs.  Thus  from  proofs  wTe  learn  to  knowT  our  stamps. 


I am  greatly  indebted  to  Horace  Barr  for  making  the  photographs  and  slides,  to  Karl  Burroughs 
for  the  loan  of  his  block  of  24  cents  regular  issue  India  plate  proofs  and  his  notes  on  shifted  transfers: 
and  to  Winthrop  S.  Boggs  for  preparing  slides  and  showing  them  to  us.  Also  to  Stanley  B.  Ashbrook 
for  the  three  photographs  of  my  essays  and  proofs  illustrated  above. 


THE  ADVERTISEMENT  FOR  PROPOSALS 
New  York  Daily  Tribune,  Saturday,  March  30,  1801 — Page  3. 

POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT,  March  27,  1861. 
PROPOSALS  for  POSTAGE  STAMPS. — Proposals  will  be  received  until  12m  of  30th.  April  next  for 
furnishing  Postage  Stamps  of  the  general  style  and  description  of  those  now  in  use,  on  suitable  paper 
of  the  best  quality,  for  a term  of  six  years,  commencing  1st.  July  next. 

Bidders  will  state  the  price  per  thousand  stamps,  deliverable  in  packages  of  ten  thousand  each 
at  the  Post-Office  Department  in  Washington. 

Also,  the  price  per  thousand,  in  similar  packages,  deliverable  to  the  agent  of  the  Department  at 
the  place  of  manufacture. 

Also,  the  price  per  thousand,  delivered  in  larger  packages,  as  required  either  at  the  Department 
or  place  of  manufacture. 

Also,  the  price  per  thousand,  separated  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  daily  ordered  for  the  use  of 
the  post-offices,  never  less  than  two  hundred  stamps,  and  securely  packed  in  tin  cases,  suitable  binder’s 
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board  boxes,  with  muslin  or  other  equally  strong  covers,  or  lined  envelopes,  according  to  the  quantity  and 
distance  to  be  conveyed  as  may  be  required  by  the  Department ; stating  the  difference,  if  any,  between 
the  cost  of  delivery  to  an  agent  at  the  place  of  manufacture  and  at  Washington,  D.  C.  All  such  packages, 
before  mailing  to  be  reexamined  and  the  stamps  recounted  by  an  agent  of  this  Department. 

Bidders  will  also  give  the  additional  cost  for  directing  packages  for  the  mails  and  preparing  blank 
receipts,  under  the  direction  of  an  agent  of  the  Department,  either  at  the  Department  or  manufactory. 

Proposals  must  be  made  for  the  stamps  in  sheets,  perfectly  gummed,  and  perforated  in  such  manner 
that  each  separate  stamp  can  be  readily  detached  and  used. 

The  denominations  of  stamps  now  in  use  are  one  cent,  three  cents,  five  cents,  ten  cents,  twelve  cents, 
twenty-four  cents,  thirty  cents,  and  ninety  cents.  The  heads  of  Washington  and  Franklin  are  to  be 
preserved  as  the  leading  designs;  the  former  on  all  the  stamps  except  those  of  one  cent  and  thirty  cents 
on  which  are  to  be  the  head  of  Franklin.  On  all  the  stamps  the  denomination  must  be  given  distinctly, 
in  figures  as  well  as  letters,  and  the  whole  work  must  be  executed  in  the  best  style  of  line  engraving  on 
steel. 

The  whole  number  of  postage  stamps  furnished  to  the  Department  during  the  year  ending  the  30th. 
June,  i860,  was  216,370,660. 

From  past  experience  it  is  supposed  that  the  number  of  packages  mailed  will  average  above  two 
hundred  daily,  varying  in  size  from  two  sheets  or  200  stamps  up  to  500  sheets,  or  50,000  stamps;  but  by 
far  the  larger  proportion  of  packages  contain  not  more  than  20  sheets  or  2,000  stamps. 

Each  bid  is  to  be  accompanied  with  a specimen  of  the  style  of  engraving  and  the  quality  of  paper 
to  be  furnished,  which  will  be  submitted  to  a board  of  disinterested  experts  or  artists  for  examination; 
and  the  accepted  bidder,  before  the  final  consummation  of  the  contract,  will  be  required  to  prepare  designs 
and  furnish  proof  impressions  of  the  engravings  of  the  several  denominations  of  the  stamps. 

Specimens  of  board  and  tin-boxes  and  lined  envelopes  must  also  be  submitted  with  each  bid.  It 
is  necessary  to  protect  the  boxes  by  muslin  or  other  covers  in  the  most  effectual  manner  against  wet  and 
abrasion.  The  contract  will  require  all  dies  and  plates  to  be  prepared  and  kept  in  repair,  and  that  new 
dies  and  plates  shall  be  made,  either  for  the  present  denominations  of  stamps  or  others,  without  charge, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Department;  and  all  such  dies  and  plates  are  to  be  the  property  of  the  United 
States  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 


No  bids  will  be  considered  except  from  parties  who  have  been  actually  engaged  in  the  business  of 
copper  plate  and  steel  engraving  and  printing,  and  are  thus  engaged  at  the  time  of  bidding,  and  who 
are  occupying  suitable  fire-proof  premises  and  provided  with  all  the  necessary  facilities  to  execute  the 
work  promptly,  and  give  the  requisite  protection  to  the  stamps,  dies  and  plates  in  their  possession. 

Parties  not  known  to  the  Department  will  furnish  proof  as  to  these  points  with  their  bids. 


In  awarding  the  contract  the  Postmaster  General  reserves  the  right  of  deciding  wrhich  bid,  in  its 
practical  results,  may  be  most  to  the  interest  of  the  Department,  having  reference  to  the  style  of  the 
work,  security,  mode  of  packing,  &c. 


to 


Proposals  should  be  carefully  SEALED  and  marked  “Proposals  for  Postage  Stamps”  and  addressed 
the  “THIRD  ASSISTANT  POSTMASTER  GENERAL.” 


M.  Blair 

Postmaster-General 


SIX-YEAR  CONTRACT  WITH  NATIONAL  BANK  NOTE  CO. 
AUGUST  15TH.,  1861  TO  AUGUST  15TH.,  1867 

This  agreement  made  between  the  United  States  of  America,  by  Montgomery  Blair,  Postmaster 
General,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  National  Bank  Note  Company,  of  New  York,  by  Robert  S.  Oakley, 
President  of  said  company,  of  the  other  part,  Witnesseth,  that  it  is  agreed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  of  America  to  employ  the  said  “National  Bank  Note  Company  to  manufacture  and  furnish  for 
the  use  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  all  the  postage  stamps  which  may  be  required  by  the  Postmaster 
General  for  a term  of  Six  years,  to  commence  on  the  FIFTEENTH  DAY  OF  ALGLST  ANNO 
DOMINI  EIGHTEEN  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY  ONE,(2)  according  to  the  stiuplations  and  provisions 
herein  contained,  viz  : 

The  said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  to  manufacture  and  furnish  said  postage  stamps  for 

the  price  or  sum  of  TWELVE  CENTS  PER  THOUSAND  STAMPS,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 

Agent  of  the  Department  at  New  York,  separated  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  daily  ordered  for  the 
use  of  the  post  offices,  and  NEVER  LESS  THAN  TWO  HUNDRED  ST  AMPS  IN  A 1 ACKAGE, 
and  securely  packed  in  tin  cases,  or  in  suitable  binders,  board  boxes,  with  muslin  or  other  equalh 

strong  covers,  or  in  lined  envelopes,  according  to  the  quantity  and  distance  said  packages  are  to  bt 


(2)  Capital  letters  used  by  the  Author  for  emphasis. 
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as 


nia'  rulu‘re(l  by  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  to  direct  such  packages  for  mails  and 
hll  up  and  direct  the  blank  receipts  therefor  under 
said  blank  receipts  are  to  accompany  each 
all  such  packages,  before  mailing  shall  be 


conveyed, 

the  direction  of  an  Agent  of  the  Department,  which 
package,  and  will  be  furnished  by  the  Department,  and  that 
re-examined  and  re-counted  by  the  said  Agent  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  that  all  said  stamps  shall  be  furnished  in  sheets,  printed  upon  GOOD  PAPER,  EQUAL 
TO  THE  APPROVED  SAMPLE,  AND  IN  SUCH  COLORED  INK,  OF  THE  BEST  QUALITY 
AS  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  MAY  DIRECT;  perfectly  gummed  and  perforated  on  the  lines 
of  separation  in  such  a manner  that  each  stamp  may  be  readily  detached  and  used;  PROVIDED  THAT 
THE  COLORS  SHALL  NOT  BE  MORE  EXPENSIVE  THAN  THOSE  NOW  USED. 


And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  to  furnish  the  said  stamps  of  the  denominations  of  one 
cent,  three  cents,  five  cents,  ten  cents,  twelve  cents,  twenty-four  cents,  thirty  cents,  and  ninety  cents,  in 
such  quantities  as  they  may  be  ordered  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  The  heads  of  Washington,  Jefferson, 
and  Franklin  are  to  be  preserved  as  the  leading  designs,  the  former  on  all  the  stamps,  except  those 
of  one  cent,  five  cents  and  thirty  cents;  the  head  of  Franklin  on  the  one  cent,  and  thirty  cents  and 
of  Jefferson  on  the  five  cents;  on  all  the  stamps  THE  DENOMINATION  TO  BE  DISTINCTLY 
GIN  EN  IN  FI  GERES  AS  WELL  AS  LEI  1 ERS,  and  the  whole  work  to  be  executed  in  the  best 
style  of  line  engraving  on  steel. 


And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  to  engrave  and  keep  in  repair  all  the  steel 

dies  and  plates  necessary  to  furnish  the  above  mentioned  denomination  of  stamps  or  others,  without  charge, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  Department,  and  that  said  dies  and  plates  are  to  be  the  property  of  the  United  States 
for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  further  agrees  that  all  the  orders  of  the  said  Department 

for  stamps  of  the  respective  denominations,  and  for  such  other  denominations  as  may  hereafter  be  ordered, 
shall  be  filled  and  executed  with  reasonable  dispatch  and  the  stamps  be  delivered  to  the  Agent  of  the 
Department  appointed  to  receive  them,  and  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  or  oftener  if  required,  the  said 

party  of  the  second  part  shall  furnish  a statement,  under  oath,  of  all  the  stamps  of  each  denomination 

furnished  or  delivered  to  said  Agent. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  that  when  the  said  dies  and  plates  are  not 

m actual  use  in  the  making  of  said  stamps,  they  shall  be  carefully  enveloped  and  sealed  up,  the 
Agent  of  the  Department  placing  his  seal,  and  the  party  of  the  second  part  placing  their  seal  upon  the 
package,  which  shall  be  deposited  for  safe  keeping  either  with  the  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  in  New  York  or  with  the  Postmaster  of  New  York  as  the  Postmaster  General  may  direct.  The 
reopening  of  said  package,  when  again  required  for  use,  is  to  take  place  in  the  presence  of  an  Agent 
of  the  Department  and  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  or  their  agent,  each  breaking  his  own  6eal. 

And  the  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  that  if  the  Postmaster  shall  deem  it  necessary,  he  may 
appoint  a Special  Agent  of  the  Department  who  shall  be  present  at  all  times  when  the  dies  and  plates 
are  taken  from  the  place  of  deposit  to  be  delivered  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  for  the  execution 
of  any  order  for  stamps  given  by  the  Department,  and  be  and  remain  with  them  during  the  process  of 

printing  said  stamps,  and  to  receive  said  stamps  as  fast  as  they  may  be  furnished. 


And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  further  agrees  that  they  will  not  prepare  or  permit  to  be 

prepared  in  their  establishment,  any  similar  dies,  plates  or  engraving,  from  which  printed  stamps  might 
be  issued  resembling  those  prepared  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  further  that  they  will  adopt 
every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  issue,  by  anyone  in  their  employment,  or  connected  with  their 
establishment,  of  postage  stamps  from  the  dies  and  plates  engraved  and  used  for  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, or  of  any  other  stamps  resembling  them. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  agrees  that  they  will  be  responsible  to  the  United  States 

for  any  damage  that  may  be  sustained  by  any  violation  of  any  of  the  foregoing  stipulations  or  by 

any  omission  to  fullfill  them  in  their  true  spirit  and  meaning,  and  that  for  such  violation  or  omission 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  have  the  right  to  annul  this  agreement. 


And  it  is  agreed  upon  the  part  of  the  Lffiited  States  to  pay  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 

quarter  yearly  for  all  the  stamps  delivered  to  and  inspected  by  the  proper  officer  or  agent  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  the  price  or  sum  of  i W ELN  E CENTS  PER  I HOL  SAND, 
and  that  no  additional  expense  to,  or  allowance  thereof  will  be  made  by  the  United  States  for  or  on 

account  of  any  making  or  changing  of  dies  or  plates  or  colors  of  inks,  or  on  account  of  packages  or 
boxes  or  any  account  or  pretence  whatever  in  connection  with  or  growing  out  of  this  contract;  provided 
that  no  more  expensive  packages,  paper  or  ink  than  now  used  shall  be  required. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  that  the  right  shall  be  reserved  to  the  Postmaster  General  of  requiring 

the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  whenever  he  the  Postmaster  General  may  deem  it  expedient  so  to  do, 
that  the  packing,  directing,  filling  up  and  directing  the  receipts,  and  the  delivery  of  the  stamps  as  above 
provided  for  unto  the  Post  Office  at  New  York,  shall  be  changed  and  that  said  delivery,  directing, 

packing,  etc.  shall  be  made  at  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  it  is  agreed  and  understood  between  the 
parties  hereto,  that  in  the  event  of  such  change  of  plan  of  deli\ery  being  made,  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part  shall  have  and  receive  two  and  a half  cents  per  thousand  stamps,  making  fourteen  and  a halt 
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cents  per  thousand,  payable  quarter  yearly  as  aforesaid  for  all  the  stamps  delivered  at  the  Post  Office 
Department  after  inspection  and  approval  by  a proper  officer  or  agent  of  said  Department. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  and  understood  that  the  said  National  Bank  Note  Company  shall  not 
dispose  of,  assign  or  transfer  this  contract  to  any  other  company  of  party,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Postmaster  General  being  first  had  and  obtained  thereto. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  respective  seals,  THIS  FIFTH 
DAY  OF  NOVEMBER,  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY  ONE. 

Attest 

A.  N.  Zevely  (3rd  Asst.  P.  M.  G.) 

Attest 

James  Macdonough,  Secretary 


M.  Blair  (P.  O.  Seal) 
P.  M.  G. 

National  Bank  Note  Co. 
by  R.  S.  Oakley 
President 


(Continued  from  Page  147.) 

Further  Notes  on  the  Engravers  Harrison 

The  October  1946  issue  of  The  Essay-Proof  Journal,  Vol.  3,  No.  4,  contained 
an  article  entitled  “Some  Notes  on  the  Harrison  Family  of  Engravers”  by  our  member, 
Mr.  William  J.  Harrison,  great-great-grandson  of  William  Harrison,  Sr.,  pioneer  Ameri- 
can bank  note  engraver.  Because  of  the  interesting  similarity  in  names,  the  Editor  asked 
Mr.  Harrison  for  his  comments  on  a possible  connection  between  the  English  and  American 
engravers  Harrison.  He  writes: 

"As  for  J.  A.  C.  Harrison,  his  father  Samuel  and  grandfather  John,  they  are  all 
new  names  to  me.  Perhaps  I should  explain  that  I have  not  made  any  efforts  to  trace 
any  English  or  foreign  branches  of  the  Harrison  family.  My  efforts  to  learn  more  of 
William  Harrison,  Sr.,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  our  family,  also  have  been  notably 
unsuccessful.  The  last  professional  genealogist  whom  I employed  unfortunately  developed 
eye  trouble  in  the  middle  of  her  work  and  was  unable  to  complete  any  of  it. 

“The  article  by  James  Mackay  has  renewed  my  interest.  It  would  seem  strange 
that  (1)  Harrison  and  Sons,  the  noted  printers  in  England,  (2)  the  engraver  J.  A.  C. 
Harrison  and  the  family  of  artists  to  which  he  belongs,  (3)  R.  A.  Harrison,  the  Australian 
engraver  and  his  father  T.  S.  Harrison  and  (4)  the  early  Harrison  family  of  engravers 
in  the  United  States,  all  concerned  with  the  arts  of  engraving  and  printing  of  engraved 
plates,  should  not  in  some  distant  way  be  related.  But  that  remains  to  be  proved. 

“My  ancestor,  William  Harrison,  Sr.,  came  to  America  in  1792-94,  and  was  born 
in  England  circa  1750.  No  doubt  this  William  could  have  had  brothers  who  remained  in 
England  and  who  could  have  been  ancestors  of  the  John-Samuel-J.  A.  C.  Harrison  line; 
but  I have  no  such  proof  or  any  reason  to  believe  they  are  related  except  for  the  fact 
that  they  were  also  a family  of  engravers. 

“I  had  hoped  that  by  this  time  I would  have  discovered  that  David  R.  Harrison  and 
Charles  Harrison,  who  worked  for  The  American  Bank  Note  Company,  had  engraved 
some  part  of  country’s  postage  or  revenue  stamps.  I have  found  records  of  every 
imaginable  k'nd  of  engraving  except  postage  stamps.  Doesn't  that  seem  strange?" 

Both  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Mackay  are  now  working  on  their  genealogical  mystery 
in  the  hope  of  discovering  more  significant  facts  for  publication  in  the  Journal. 
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The  Stamp  Duties  on  British  and 
Irish  Bank  Notes,  1783*1891 

By  Marcus  Samuel 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  83,  Page  111.) 

Sixth  Period  - 1804-08 

1804  - 44  Geo.  Ill,  c.  98.  An  Act  to  repeal  the  several  duties  under  the  Com- 
missioners for  managing  the  duties  upon  stamped  vellum,  parchment  and  paper  in  Great 
Britain,  and  to  grant  new  and  additional  duties  in  lieu  thereof.”  This  Act  effected  a 
drastic  revision,  re-assessment  and  consolidation  of  the  stamp  duties  in  general.  It  marked 
the  end  of  the  practice  of  imposing  additional  duties  without  repealing  those  already  in 
force,  accountancy  was  simplified  by  aggregating  the  components  of  any  particular  duty 
into  one  figure;  and  after  its  passing,  no  new  stamps  were  inscribed  with  more  than 
one  denomination  of  duty,  though  a few  with  multiple  inscriptions  remained  in  the  service 
of  the  stamp  revenue  for  a few  years.  4 he  new  duties  came  into  force  on  October 
10,  1804*  4 hose  applicable  to  bank  notes  are  given  in  Schedule  "A"  of  this  Act  and  are 

tabulated  below. 


1 romissory  note  for  the  payment  of  money  to  the  bearer  on  demand  (‘which  may,  •, within  three  years  after 
the  date  thereof,  but  not  at  a later  period,  be  re-issued , from  time  to  time,  after  payment  at  any  place). 

V aiue  of  note  Duty 

Not  exceeding  £i.is.  

Exceeding  £i.is.  and  not  exceeding  £2. 2s.  6d. 

Exceeding  £2. 2s.  and  not  exceeding  £5.5$.  gd. 

Exceeding  £5.55.  and  not  exceeding  £20  \/- 

£100  note  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland,  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  or  the  British 
Linen  Company  5/- 


No  note  payable  to  the  bearer  on  demand  for  more  than  £20  (except  the  specified 
Scottish  £100  notes)  was  to  be  re-issued,  but  was  to  be  cancelled  after  payment,  on  penalty 
of  £20.  No  note  for  the  payment  of  money  of  any  amount  to  the  bearer  on  demand,  dated 
or  issued  before  October  10,  1804,  was  to  be  re-issued  after  October  10,  1805,  on  similar 
penalty.  It  is  not  known  to  the  writer  why,  during  the  period,  the  denomination  of  bank 
notes  (other  than  those  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  the  three  leading  Scottish  banks) 
was  thus  restricted  to  £20.  Another  scale  of  duties  applied  to  bills  of  exchange,  promissory 
notes,  drafts,  orders  or  other  notes  for  the  payment  of  money  which  were  not  re-issuable. 


The  Commissioners  of  Stamps  were  authorised,  within  12  months  of  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  to  deliver  to  persons  applying  for  the  same,  new  stamps  of  equal  total  value 
to  those  rendered  useless  or  inapplicable  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  originally 
intended.  Paper  stamped  before  October  10,  1804  could  be  issued  and  used  if  the  stamps 
denoted  values  of  duty  specified  in  the  schedules.  1 he  Bank  of  England  s annual 
composition  for  exemption  from  the  duties  was  raised  to  £32,000. 


During  this  period,  some  of  the  previously  described  3d.,  6d.,  9d.  and  triangular  1/- 
dies,  used  before  the  additional  duties  were  imposed  in  1 797’  were  again  put  into  service 
for  stamping  bank  notes.  In  addition,  new  6d.  and  1/-  dies  for  stamping  monetary 
documents  were  registered  on  March  8,  1805,  the  oval  6d.  Die  A,  inscribed  SIX  over 
“PENCE”  in  the  centre  and  “1804”  at  top  (see  Fig.  18),  and  the  6d.  Dies  A and  B 
of  “tombstone”  form  with  a 4 udor  Rose  in  the  centre,  inscribed  1 SHILLING  at 
the  foot  and  “1804”  at  top  (see  big.  19  f°r  the  1 /-  Die  B).  On  May  I9>  1806,  the 
3d.  Dies  D,  G,  H,  I,  J and  K of  new  design  were  registered.  4'hese  were  inscribed 
“4'HREE”  over  “PENCE”  in  the  centre  and  are  typical  of  the  duller  designs  which  now 
replaced  the  Garter  Star  as  the  central  motif  on  stamps  for  monetary  documents. 
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Pigs.  18  and  19.  1804  6d.  Die  A and 

1/-  Die  B.  British  Crown  Copyright. 


In  addition  to  these,  two  stamps  of  great  historical  interest  have  been  seen  on  notes 
in  the  collection  of  the  Institute  of  Bankers.  In  1765,  an  ill-fated  Act  of  Parliament 
(5  Geo.  Ill,  c.  12)  was  passed,  which  imposed  stamp  duties  on  various  types  of  legal 
documents,  newspapers,  etc.,  to  be  used  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dominions  on  the 
Continent  of  America  and  in  the  West  Indies.  In  pursuance  of  this  Act,  Thomas  Major, 
Engraver  to  King  George  III,  brought  to  the  Stamp  Office,  during  the  period  April  to 
July  1765,  various  dies  and  plates  for  embossing  or  printing  the  stamps  to  denote  the 
duties,  nearly  all  the  stamps  being  inscribed  with  the  word  “AMERICA”  at  the  top. 
The  dies  and  plates  were  put  to  work  at  the  Stamp  Office,  and  consignments  of  stamped 
parchment  and  paper  were  shipped  to  America.  The  reaction  of  the  American  Colonists 
to  this  heavy  and  unjust  imposition  of  taxation  without  representation  was  violent  and 
well  organised.  The  “Stamp  Masters”  who  had  been  appointed  to  distribute  the  paper 
in  America  were  forced  to  resign  their  commissions;  some  consignments  of  stamped  paper 
were  burnt  by  the  mob;  and  other  consignments  had  to  be  placed  on  board  British  war- 
ships to  preserve  them  from  destruction.  Stamped  paper  to  the  value  of  about  £3,000 
was  used  in  Canada  and  the  West  Indies,  but  the  boycott  in  the  American  Colonies  on 
the  mainland  was  virtually  complete. 

Faced  with  violent  rioting  which  tended  to  civil  war,  the  British  Government  re- 
pealed the  Act  early  in  the  following  year,  after  great  damage  had  been  done  to  Anglo- 
American  relations.  The  surviving  packets  of  stamped  paper  were  returned  to  Britain, 
and  the  authorities,  ever  mindful  of  trifling  economies,  salvaged  some  of  this  parchment 
and  paper  and  re-issued  it  for  use  in  Britain,  either  after  cutting  off  the  American 
stamps  and  stamping  the  sheets  of  reduced  size  with  contemporary  British  dies,  or  after 
over-striking  the  American  stamps  with  contemporary  British  dies,  almost  eliminating 
their  impression.  In  June  1783,  further  economy  was  exercised  when  Thomas  Major 
cut  the  word  “AMERICA”  from  a number  of  dies  used  for  stamping  the  abortive 
American  stamp  duties,  thus  enabling  the  slightly  truncated  dies  to  be  used  in  the  normal 
service  of  the  British  stamp  revenue. 

Included  among  these  “altered”  dies  were  three  of  the  3d.  value,  lettered  “A,” 
“B,”  and  “C,”  of  simple  and  charming  design  featuring  a Tudor  Rose  beneath  a Crown 
and  inscribed  “III  PENCE”  at  foot,  Dies  A and  C of  “tombstone”  form,  indented  at 
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top,  and  Die  B of  oval  form,  similarly  indented.  It  is  not  known  for  what  purpose  they 
were  used  before  1804,  but  it  is  recorded  that  they  were  put  into  service  for  stamping  bills 
of  exchange  in  that  year,  and  impressions  from  the  “altered”  3d.  Dies  B and  C have  been 
seen  on  bank  notes  dated  1805  and  1806. 

Seventh  Period  - 1808-15 

1S0S  - 48  Geo.  Ill , c.149.  An  Act  for  repealing  the  stamp  duties  on  deeds,  law 
proceedings,  and  other  written  or  printed  instruments  . . . and  for  granting  new  duties 
in  lieu  thereof.  The  new  duties  came  into  force  on  October  10,  1808.  Those  applicable 
to  bank  notes  are  given  in  Schedule  I of  the  Act  and  are  tabulated  below. 

/ romissory  note  jor  the  payment  to  the  bearer  on  demand  of  any  sum  of  money 


J altie  of  note  Duty 

Not  exceeding  £ i . i s.  ^(j 

Exceeding  £i.is.  and  not  exceeding  £2. 2s.  „ 

Exceeding  £2. 2s.  and  not  exceeding  £5.55.  __  \/. 

Exceeding  £5.55.  and  not  exceeding  £20  ,/g 

Exceeding  £20  and  not  exceeding  £30  W. 

Exceeding  £30  and  not  exceeding  £50  

Exceeding  £50  and  not  exceeding  £100  -/6 


T he  above  rates  applied  to  new  notes  which  were  re-issuable  without  payment  of 
further  duty,  those  not  exceeding  the  value  of  £2.2s.  indefinitely,  those  exceeding  £2.2s. 
but  not  exceeding  £100  until  three  years  after  their  date  of  issue.  Notes  which  were  in 
circulation  before  October  10,  1808,  exceeding  £2.2s.  in  value,  were  re-issuable  until  three 
years  from  their  date  of  issue,  as  were  notes  not  exceeding  £2.2s.  and  dated  before  June 
25,  1808,  but  if  dated  later,  such  notes  of  low  value  were  not  to  be  re-issued  after  June 
24,  1809. 


”1  he  Commissioners  of  Stamps  may  use  old  stamps  to  denote  new  duties,  and  two 
or  more  stamps  to  denote  one  duty,  until  a single  stamp  has  been  provided  for  that 
purpose,  but  no  stamp  appropriated  to  denote  the  duty  charged  on  any  particular  instru- 
ment, and  bearing  the  name  of  such  instrument  on  the  face  thereof,  shall  be  used  for 
denoting  any  other  duty  of  the  same  amount,  or  if  so  used,  the  stamp  will  be  of  no 
avail.  Paper,  etc.,  stamped  with  the  former  duties  may  be  used  for  instruments  charged 
with  new  duties  of  the  same  amount,  except  where  a specific  stamp  is  required.  Stamped 
paper,  etc.,  rendered  useless  by  this  Act  may  be  exchanged  or  have  additional  stamps 
under  this  Act,  within  12  months  from  10th.  October  1808.” 


According  to  Appendix  F2  to  the  1819  Report  of  the  House  of  Lords  Committee 
on  the  resumption  of  Cash  Payments  by  the  Bank  of  England,  during  the  two  years  ending 
October  10,  1810,  the  following  numbers  of  notes,  stamped  before  October  10,  1808  but 
not  put  into  circulation,  were  impressed  with  additional  stamps  to  make  them  valid. 


V alu 

e of  , 

note 

1804  Duty 

Additional  Duty 

Not 

exceeding 

£1. 

IS. 

3d. 

id. 

Exc. 

£i.is. 

. & 

not 

exc. 

£2. 2S. 

6d. 

2d. 

Exc. 

£ 2 .2  s. 

, & 

not 

exc. 

£5-5s. 

9d. 

3d. 

Exc. 

£5-5s. 

. & 

not 

exc. 

£20 

i/- 

6d. 

Number  of  Notes 


525.7°7 
19.93  5 
69,623 
29,460 


No  additional  stamped  note  of  this  period  has  yet  been  seen.  This  is  hardly  sur- 
prising in  view  of  the  relatively  small  number  so  stamped.  T he  additional  stamps  could 
have  been  impressed  from  dies  which  were  still  in  service. 

A rather  complex  family  of  stamps  was  used  to  denote  the  new  duties.  During 
the  period  August  16,  1808  to  September  12,  1809.  the  new  4^*  Dies  A,  B,  C,  D.  E,  1 
and  G,  the  8d.  Dies  A and  B and  the  4/6  Die  A were  registered,  all  having  the  face 
value  inscribed  in  two  or  more  lines  of  lettering  in  the  centre,  and  with  PROMy.  NO  I E 
at  the  top  (see  Eigs.  20  and  21  for  the  4d.  Die  A and  8d.  Die  A respectively).  The 
old  triangular  1-/  and  Garter  Star  1/6  remained  in  use  during  most  of  this  period,  as 
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Figs.  20  aiul  21.  180S  4<1.  Die  A and  8d.  Die  A. 

British  Crown  Copyright. 


did  the  1804  "I  udor  Rose  1/-  Dies  A and  B,  but  on  January  25,  1812,  the  new  1/- 
Dies  C,  D and  E were  registered,  of  new  design,  having  “ONE”  and  “SHILLING” 
inscribed  on  scrolls,  with  Crown  and  “1804”  above  (see  Fig.  22  for  the  1/-  Die  D). 
On  the  same  day,  the  new  1/6  Dies  G,  H,  I and  K were  registered,  inscribed  “ONE 
SHILLING  SIX  PENCE”  in  three  lines  of  lettering  in  the  centre.  No  notes  have 
been  seen  stamped  with  the  3/-  or  7/6  duties,  hut  1804  dies  made  for  stamping  promissory 
notes  which  were  not  re-issuable,  during  the  previous  period,  were  available  for  denoting 
them.  The  dies  were  inscribed  with  the  face  value  in  two  or  three  lines  of  lettering 
in  the  centre  and  with  “1804”  at  the  top. 

The  Bank  of  England’s  annual  composition  was  raised  to  £42,000  (to  be  reduced 
by  £4,000  when  the  Bank  ceased  to  issue  notes  for  less  than  £2).  The  Bank  of  Scotland, 
the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland  and  the  British  Linen  Company  were  to  be  permitted  to 
issue  notes  for  £1,  £ 1 . 1 s.,  £2  and  £2.2s.  on  unstamped  paper,  on  accounting  for  the  duties 
and  paying  a fee  of  £20.  No  bankers,  other  than  the  Bank  of  England  and  the  three 
named  Scottish  banks,  were  to  issue  any  re-issuable  promissory  notes  without  taking 
out  an  annual  licence,  for  which  a fee  of  £20  was  payable.  Separate  licences  would 
be  required  for  every  town  where  such  notes  were  issued  by  any  banker  or  his  agent, 
except  that  one  licence  would  suffice  for  all  towns  where  branches  had  been  established 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act.  The  three  named  Scottish  banks  would  be  required  to 
take  out  licences  in  respect  of  any  new  branches  opened  by  them  in  towns  other  than 
those  specified  in  the  Act.  Licences  were  to  specify  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
persons  to  whom  they  were  granted,  and  the  names  of  all  the  towns  where  the  notes 
were  to  be  issued,  and  the  name  of  the  bank,  firm  or  title  under  which  they  would  be 
issued.  Specimens  of  the  notes  to  be  used  were  to  be  supplied  when  applying  for  a 
licence,  in  order  that  it  should  be  framed  accordingly.  Licences  were  to  remain  in  force 
until  the  10th  of  October  following  their  date  of  issue.  Licences  granted  to  partnerships 
were  to  specify  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  the  partners,  whether  all  their  names 
were  to  appear  on  the  notes  issued  by  them,  or  not:  they  were  to  remain  in  force  under 
the  firm  or  name  specified  until  the  following  10th  of  October,  notwithstanding  any 
alteration  in  the  partnership.  “If  any  banker  shall  issue,  or  cause  to  be  issued  by  any 
agent,  any  promissory  note  payable  to  the  bearer  on  demand,  hereby  charged  with  the 
duty  and  allowed  to  be  re-issued  as  aforesaid,  without  being  licensed  to  do  so  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  or  at  any  other  town  or  place,  or  under  any  other  firm  or  title  than 
shall  be  specified  in  his  licence,  the  person  so  offending  shall  for  every  such  offence 
forfeit  the  sum  of  £100.”  Any  person  re-issuing  or  permitting  notes  to  be  re-issued 
contrary  to  the  law  became  liable  to  a penalty  of  £50  for  every  offence,  and  was  also 
required  to  pay  further  duty  upon  each  note  for  every  time  it  was  so  re-issued.  The 
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Penalty  on  persons  giving  bills  or  notes  not  duty  stamped  was  raised  to  £50,  and  a 
similar  penalty  applied  to  persons  antedating  re-issuable  promissory  notes. 

I he  reason  why  these  regulations  are  quoted  at  such  length  is  because  some  of  them 
proved  impracticable,  and  the  very  heavy  penalties  tempted  informers  to  tour  the  country, 
seeking  technical  offences  which  would  subject  bankers  to  such  penalties,  of  which  those 
informing  stood  to  receive  a moiety  (half).  The  danger  from  informers  is  charmingly 
illustrated  by  a July  1813  printed  circular  letter  from  London,  addressed  to  the  Directors 
of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  without  indication  of  origin  but  certainly  from  one  of 
the  Protective  Associations  set  up  by  the  country  bankers.  This  reads  as  follows: 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION  TO  HANKERS  IN  THE  COUNTRY 


By  the  Act  of  Parliament  respecting  bankers  in  the  country,  all  notes  issued  by  them,  not  exceeding 
two  guineas  in  value,  dated  prior  to  the  October  10,  1808,  were  not  to  be  re-issued  after  three  years, 
under  a penalty  of  £5°  for  each.  Hv  the  same  Act,  all  notes  for  £5  and  upwards,  dated  as  above, 

if  re-issued  after  three  years,  are  subject  to  a penalty  of  £100  for  each. 

Also,  if,  at  any  time,  an  alteration  should  take  place  in  the  partnership,  either  bv  a death  or  any 

change  produced  by  a partner  coming  in  or  going  out,  it  is  absolutely  requisite,  according  to  the  provisions 

of  the  Act,  to  obtain  immediately  a new  licence;  the  omission  of  which,  for  every  note  issued  or  re- 
issued is  liable  to  a penalty  of  £100:  in  which  case  it  is  proper  to  have  new  plates  and  note  stamps. 

Many  houses  of  the  first  consequence  have  suffered,  within  these  few  weeks,  to  a very  considerable 
extent,  by  persons  who  are  ever  on  the  alert,  carefully  to  ascertain  the  several  changes,  both  by  the 
notices  of  a dissolution  of  partnership  in  the  gazettes,  and  by  the  information  collected  at  the  different 
towns  in  England  and  Scotland  they  pass  through. 

They  are  two  in  number  and  both  tall;  the  one  is  called  James  Cooke  (otherwise  James  Clarkson), 
very  dark,  with  black  and  grey  hair,  and  rather  thin;  the  other  is  Samuel  Richardson,  thick  set,  broad 

face  and  sallow  complexion  ; this  person  purposes  to  assume,  occasionally,  the  dress  of  a Quaker.  Their 
mode  of  business  is  thus,  one  of  them  takes  a £50  or  £100  Bank  of  England  note  to  get  (as  is  the  term) 

broke  up,  and  for  which  they  ask  for  the  small  local  paper  of  the  House;  by  these  means  they 

instantly  discover  if  the  House  is  in  the  habit  of  issuing  paper  subject  to  the  above  penalties:  this  is 

repeated  for  three  or  four  days,  or  until  they  think  they  are  suspected,  when  the  whole  of  the  notes 
liable  to  the  different  penalties  are  selected,  and  the  remainder  changed  for  large  paper,  to  be  applied 
to  the  s:me  purposes  at  the  next  town. 


T his  document  is  inscribed  in  manuscript  “The  Directors  of  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Scotland  may  deem  it  expedient  to  inform  the  different  houses  they  are  connected  with  the 
above  facts.”  The  activities  of  these  professional  informers  were  terminated  by  the 
following  Act. 


1813  - 53  Geo.  Ill,  c.108.  “An  Act  for  explaining  and  amending  an  Act  passed  in 
the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  Majesty’s  reign  with  regard  to  the  duties  on  re-issuable 
promissory  notes  . . .”  After  reciting  the  provisions  of  48  (jeo.  Ill,  c.149  with  regard  to 
the  re-issuing  of  promissory  notes,  the  Act  continues,  Such  notes  issued  by  partnerships 
have  after  payment  been  re-issued  by  and  as  the  notes  of  some  only  of  the  persons  who 
originally  made  and  issued  the  notes,  or  by  and  as  the  notes  of  one  or  more  of  such 
persons  and  some  other  person  or  persons  taken  into  partnership,  whereby  penalties  have 
been  incurred  to  a great  amount,  and  such  notes  are  not  avadahle  to  the  holders  the  reof 
for  want  of  being  properly  stamped,  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  indemnify  such, 
persons  as  have  incurred  penalties  by  the  mistake  of  the  law,  and  to  exempt  promissory 
notes  of  the  description  aforesaid  for  which  the  duty  shall  have  been  once  paid  . . . 
From  and  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  (July  10,  1813),  all  persons  who  had  incurred 
such  penalties  were  indemnified  from  the  same,  and  all  promissory  notes  for  £100  or 
less,  for  which  duty  had  once  been  paid,  were  exempted  from  further  duty  on  being 
re-issued  by  persons  who  were  not  strictly  the  original  owners. 


The  Act  also  amended  that  of  1808  with  respect  to  re-issuable  promissory  notes 
of  the  value  of  f2.2s.  or  under.  From  October  10,  1813,  such  notes  (other  than  those 
of  the  Bank  of  England)  were  not  to  he  re-issued  in  England  later  than  three  years 
after  their  original  date  of  issue,  bringing  them  again  into  line  with  notes  of  higher 
denomination.  The  reasons  for  these  changes  in  the  law  regarding  the  re-issuing  of 
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promissory  notes,  and  for  the  granting  of  increased  duties  in  1815,  are  so  well  explained 
in  Appendix  F6  to  the  1819  Report  of  the  House  of  Lords  Committee  on  the  Resumption 
of  Cash  Payments  by  the  Bank  of  England,  that  the  statement  is  given  in  full  below: 

EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PROGRESS  AND  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  LAW  AS  APPLIED  TO 

THE  RE-ISSUING  OF  COUNTRY  BANK  NOTES 

A considerable  revenue  being  raised  by  a stamp  duty  on  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory  notes,  it 
would  naturally  occur  to  Government  that  the  promissory  note  of  a country  banker,  payable  on  demand, 
might  fairly  be  subjected  to  duty,  as  well  as  the  promissory  note  of  a merchant  or  any  other  individual. 
Accordingly,  about  the  year  1791,  a duty  was  imposed  upon  them.  The  promissory  note  of  an  individual, 
when  once  paid,  may  be  said  to  have  performed  its  Office.  This  is  not  so  with  the  promissory  note  of 
a country  banker ; when  this  is  brought  in  and  paid,  it  is  re-issued  and  becomes,  in  fact,  a new  promissory 
note  to  a new  holder.  It  would  be  readily  observed  when  the  attention  of  Government  was  drawn  to 
the  subjects,  that  this  note,  being  thus  re-issued,  ought,  in  Equity,  to  be  re-stamped;  it  being  to  all 

intents  and  purposes  a new  note.  But  it  would  be  obvious  that  to  subject  each  note  to  a fresh  duty 

when  thus  re-issued,  would  not,  from  the  nature  of  banking  concerns,  be  possible,  because  one  might 
remain  out  for  a twelvemonth,  while  another  might  come  in  and  be  re-issued  twenty  times  within  that 
period  ; besides  which,  to  send  them  to  be  re-stamped  as  often  as  they  were  re-issued  would  be  obviously 
impracticable.  One  expedient,  it  appeared  very  clearly,  might  be  adopted,  which  was  to  take  the  average 
period  of  their  circulation  and  to  prohibit  their  being  issued  after  that  period,  and  accordingly,  in  1804, 

an  Act  was  passed  limiting  the  re-issuing  of  all  country  bank  notes  to  three  years  from  their  date. 

In  1808  an  additional  duty  was  imposed  and  the  country  bankers  were  permitted  to  re-issue  notes  not 
exceeding  £2. 2s.  without  restriction  as  to  time.  The  reason  of  this,  we  may  take  it  for  granted,  was 
that  the  country  bankers  remonstrated  against  this  increase  of  duty  and  that  it  ended  in  this  compromise. 
After  a time,  it  was  no  doubt  discovered  that  the  privilege  thus  granted  of  issuing  £1  and  £2  notes 

indefinitely  was  quite  uncalled  for,  on  the  ground  of  indemnity  against  any  disadvantage  arising  from 
this  additional  duty.  Accordingly  the  53  George  III  was  passed  which  again  limited  the  re-issuing 

of  them  to  three  years,  as  before,  in  common  with  notes  of  a higher  amount. 

The  country  bankers,  even  those  of  the  very  first  rank  of  respectability,  could  not  always  prevent 
the  accidental  re-issuing  of  their  notes  after  the  legal  period  ; and  persons  who  would  have  shrunk  from 

the  contemplation  of  a fraud  on  the  revenue,  found  themselves,  in  consequence  of  an  oversight  of  a 

clerk,  the  objects  of  a prosecution  and  subjected  to  very  high  penalties.  Various  informations  were 
from  time  to  time  exhibited  against  different  banking  houses,  and  fines  to  a high  amount  recovered.  The 
country  bankers  at  length  submitted  to  such  an  increase  of  duty  on  the  progressive  amount  of  their 
notes  as  might  be  considered  equivalent  to  the  advantage  arising  to  the  revenue  from  the  period  to  which 
the  re-issuing  of  them  was  restricted.  Accordingly  in  1815,  the  duties  upon  country  bank  notes  were 
increased,  and  all  notes  bearing  dates  after  this  year  1S15  were  allowed  to  be  re-issued  as  long  as  the 
parties  thought  fit.  The  legal  limitation,  therefore,  as  to  the  re-issuing  of  country  bank  notes,  may 
now  be  considered  as  removed.  And  thus  the  law,  with  respect  to  this  subject,  at  present  remains. 

I.  Sedgwick, 

Chairman  to  the  Board  of  Stamps. 


Eighth  Period  - 1815-91 

181 5 - 55  Geo.  Ill , c.184.  “An  Act  for  repealing  the  stamp  duties  . . . and  for 
granting  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof.”  The  reason  for  the  increases  in  the  duties  on 
promissory  notes  payable  to  the  bearer  on  demand,  re-issuable  without  further  stamping 
as  often  as  should  be  thought  fit,  has  already  been  given.  The  duties  which  came  into 
force  on  August  31,  1815  are  listed  below. 


Value  of  note  Duty 

Not  exceeding  £i.is.  5^. 

Exceeding  £i.is.  and  not  exceeding  £2. 2s.  iod. 

Exceeding  £2. 2s.  and  not  exceeding  £ 5 . 5 s . 1/3 

Exceeding  £5.55.  and  not  exceeding  £10  1 9 

Exceeding  £10  and  not  exceeding  £20  2/- 

Exceeding  £20  and  not  exceeding  £30  3/' 

Exceeding  £30  and  not  exceeding  £50  5/' 

Exceeding  £50  and  not  exceeding  £100  8 6 


No  notes  dated  prior  to  August  31,  1815,  were  to  be  re-issued  after  that  date,  on 
penalty  of  £50.  “Certain  banks  in  Scotland  have  issued  notes  not  exceeding  £2.2s.  each 
with  the  date  printed  thereon,  and  many  such  notes  have  been  but  recently  issued  for 
the  first  time.”  From  August  31,  1815,  it  was  no  longer  lawful  for  any  banker  to 
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Fig.  22.  (Center)  1812  1/-  Die  D of  new  design. 
Figs.  28  and  24.  1815  5d.  Die  D and  lOd.  Die  A. 


British  Crown  Copyright. 
British  Crown  Copyright 


Figs.  25  and  26.  1815  1/3  Die  A and  1/9  Die  B. 

British  Crown  Copyright. 


issue  any  note  with  the  date  printed  thereon,  under  penalty  of  £50.  The  fee  for  the 
annual  licence  for  bankers  issuing  re-issuable  promissory  notes  was  raised  to  £30.  No 
banker  was  required  to  take  out  more  than  four  licences  in  respect  of  any  number  of 
towns  in  Scotland.  The  basis  of  the  Bank  of  England’s  composition  wTas  altered.  It 
was  to  be  at  the  rate  of  £3,500  per  million  pounds  of  the  average  value  of  their  notes 
and  bank  post  bills  in  circulation,  and  at  the  same  rate  for  any  additional  value  of  not 
less  than  half  a million  pounds.  A neve  arrangement  was  to  be  made  on  the  resumption  of 
cash  payments  by  the  Bank. 

Within  12  months  from  August  31,  1815,  stamped  paper  rendered  useless  by  the 
Act  could  be  exchanged  or  have  additional  stamps  added,  under  the  same  conditions 
which  applied  in  1808.  Appendix  F2  to  the  previously  mentioned  1819  Report  gives 
the  following  number  of  notes  stamped  with  additional  duties  during  the  two  years 
ending  October  10,  1816: 


Valu 

’e  of  note 

1 80S  duty 

Add'll 

iotial  duty 

Number  of  notes 

Not 

exceeding  £ 

I.  IS. 

4d. 

id. 

538,610 

Exc. 

£i.is.  & not  exc.  £2. 

2S.  8 J. 

2d. 

24,291 

Exc. 

£2. 2s.  & not  exc.  £5. 

5 s.  1/- 

3d- 

185,130 

Exc. 

£10  & not 

exc.  £20 

1/6 

6d. 

15,252 

Ext. 

£30  & not 

exc.  £50 

4/6 

6d. 

220 

Exc. 

£30  & not 

exc.  £50 

4/6 

li- 

1,246 

Exc. 

^/1 

O 

rt- 

exc.  £100 

7/6 

lt- 

1,246 

(Continued  on  Page 

oc 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 

Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to: 

Kenneth  Minuse,  1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York  56,  N.  Y.  for  sales  of  British 
North  America  essays  and  proofs. 

Falk  hinkelburg,  114-93  226  Street,  Cambria  Heights  11,  New  York,  N.  Y.  for 
sales  of  United  States  essays  and  proofs. 

When  sales  are  not  reported,  no  prices  realized  were  received  or  items  were  imperfect 
or  not  important. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  catalogs. 
I he  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  catalog  abbrevia- 
tions. See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog.  U.  S.  essay  numbers 
are  from  Brazer’s  Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  Stamps  and  its  addenda. 

ALL  DESCRIPTIONS  ARE  FROM  THE  AUCTIONEER’S  CATALOGS. 
Robson  Lowe  Ltd.,  London,  England.  Sale  of  April  22,  1964. 

Canada 


1851  3p  red,  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 


1P3 


3P  red,  plate  proof  on  card,  horiz.  “Specimen”  in  carmine  1P4S 

6p  reddish-lilac,  plate  proof  on  thin  wove,  a pair  2TC5 

6p  black,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  thin  wove  vert.  “Specimen”  in 

carmine  2TC5S 

6p  blue,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  thin  wove  mounted  on  card,  strip  of 

3,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  carmine  2TC5S 

6p  gray,  plate  proof  on  thin  wove  paper,  block  of  4,  vert.  “Specimen” 

in  carmine  2P5S 

6p  blue-gray,  plate  proof  on  thin  wove,  block  of  4 vert.  “Specimen” 

in  yellow  2 P 5 S 

1 2p  vermillion,  small  die  proof  from  the  scarred  die  mounted  on  card  3TC2 

1 2p  black,  plate  proof  on  India,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  carmine  3P3S 

1835  I0P  blue,  plate  proof  on  India,  strip  of  3 vert.  “Specimen”  in  carmine  7P3S 

iop  black,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  thin  wove  a pair  7TC5 

1 op  blue,  plate  proof  on  India,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  carmine  7P3S 

1857  V2. P black,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  carmine, 

a pair  - — 8TC3S 

U>p  rose,  proof  on  thin  wove,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  green,  block  of  4 8P5S 

1859  5c  red-brown,  plate  proof  on  card,  block  of  4 15P4 

5c  red-brown,  plate  proof  on  thin  wove  paper,  horiz.  “Specimen”  in 

black,  block  of  4 15P5S 

5c  same  as  above,  but  a pair  15P5S 

3c  same  as  above  but  a pair  15P5S 

ioc  orange,  trial  color  small  die  proof  (Goodall)  i6TC2g 

ioc  black,  plate  proof  on  thin  wove,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  carmine,  block 

of  4 16P5S 

ioc  red-violet,  plate  proof  on  thin  wove,  a pair  17P5 

12F2C  yellow-green,  plate  proof  on  card,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  carmine, 

block  of  4 18P4S 

1 2 p2C  blue-green,  plate  proof  on  thin  wove,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  red, 

block  of  4 i8aP5S 

ip  brown,  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  essay,  Victoria  head  22E-A 

6p  blue,  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  essay,  Viking  head  13E-A 

6p  green,  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  essay,  Viking  head  22E-A 

1868-79  black,  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 21 P3 

5c  olive-green,  plate  proof  on  India  26P3 


84.00 
25.20 
4340 

15.40 

36.40 

50.40 

44.80 
$ 95-20 

1 12.00 

58.80 
22.50 

15.40 

14.00 

28.00 

61.60 

35-oo 

35-00 

23.80 

42.00 

44.80 
39-20 

42.00 

38.00 

29.40 

40.60 

64.60 

70.00 

19.60 
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1870  89  2c  black,  Canada  Hank  Note  Engraving  and  Printing  Co.,  engraved 
plate  essays  on  India,  the  upper  2 rows  of  the  sheet  (10  essays) 

..  , , 36E-A 

5c  olive,  plate  proof  on  card,  block  of  4 }8P4 

1875-89  5c  green,  registration  stamp,  plate  proof  on  card  F2P4 

H.  R.  Harmer,  Ltd.,  London,  England.  Sale  of  April  28,  1964. 


Canada 

1851  I2p  brown,  trial  color  small  die  proof  from  the  scarred  die,  on  India  3TC2 
J.  N.  Sissons  Ltd.,  Toronto,  Canada.  Sale  of  May  6-7,  1964. 


Canada 

1851  6p  orange,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India  on  card,  block  of  4 2TC3 

6p  blue,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India  on  card  “Specimen’’  in  carmine, 

block  4 ....... 2TC2S 

I2p  black,  small  die  proof,  from  scarred  die,  on  bond  paper  3P2 

I2p  brown,  trial  color  small  die  proof,  from  scarred  die  on  India  3TC2 

1 2p  same  as  above  but  in  vermillion  3TC2 

1 op  black,  trial  color  small  die  proof  on  thick  laid  paper  7TC2 

iop  blue  plate  proof  on  India,  Vert.  “SPECIMEN”  in  red  7P3S 

iop  black,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India,  block  4 7TC3 

1 Op  black,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  red, 

block  4 7P3S 

1^57  V2P  rose,  plate  proof  on  India  on  card,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  green  block 
of  8 ... 8P3S 

1859  5c  vermillion,  plate  proof  on  India  on  card,  15P3 

10c  black-brown,  plate  proof  on  India,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  red,  block 

of  4 16P3S 

I2^4c  green,  small  die  proof  (Goodall)  ..i8P2g 

12F2C  blue,  trial  color  plate  proof  on  India,  block  of  4 18TC3 

1864  2c  brown,  trial  color  small  die  proof  (Goodall)  2oP2g 

2c  claret-rose,  plate  proof  on  India  block  4 20P3 

1868  3c  green,  National  Bank  Note  Co.  essay 25E-AC 

15c  black,  trial  color  large  die  proof  27TC1 

1870  2c  blue,  Canadian  Bank  Note  Engraving  & Printing  Co.  essay  on  India, 

bottom  block  of  8 with  imprint  36E-AC 

3c  red,  single  litho.  essay  by  same  company  37E-Ab 

1897  $1  lake,  plate  proof  on  card,  block  of  4 61 P4 

$2  purple,  plate  proof  on  card,  block  of  4 62P4 

$3  yellow-bistre  proof  on  card,  block  of  4 63P4 

$4  purple,  proof  on  card,  block  of  4 64P4 

$5  olive-green,  proof  on  card,  block  of  4 65P4 

New  Brunswick 

1860  5c  black,  trial  color  plate  essay  on  India  5E 

5c  brown,  Connell  plate  essay  on  India,  block  of  16  5E 

5c  brown,  Connell  plate  essay  on  India,  vert.  “Specimen”  in  red,  block 

of  4 5ES 


Nova  Scotia 

1860-63  2c  green,  trial  color  small  die  proof  (Goodall)  with  imprint  and 

Die  No.  9TC2g 

Sl/2c  green,  small  die  proof  (Goodall)  with  imprint  and  Die  No nP2g 


67.00 

39-20 

26.60 


1 17.60 


50.00 

60.00 

190.00 

135.00 

1 15.00 

45.00 

46.00 

80.00 


87.50 

92.50 

85.00 

55.00 
i35-oo 

70.00 

85.00 

62.50 

70.00 

125.00 

70.00 

15-50 

130.00 

130.00 

140.00 
140.00 
140.00 


40.00 
165.00 

42.00 


70.00 

75.00 
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Irwin  Hei man,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  June  4,  1964. 

Canada 

1898  2c  progressive  plate  proof  on  wove  paper,  black  only,  horiz.  pair  85PX-A  35.00 
2c  progressive  plate  proof  on  wove  paper,  black  and  blue  only,  horiz. 

pair  85PX-C  31.00 

By  Falk  Finkelburg 
United  States 

Robert  Siegel,  New  York,  N.  Y.  Sale  of  April  28-30,  1964 


New  York  5c  black,  on  India,  thin  9X1 P 20.00 

New  York  blue,  green,  brown,  scarlet,  trial  colors  on  bond  9X1TC  160.00 

green,  trial  color  on  bond,  stamp  size  2TC  32.00 

ioc  black,  hybrid  4P-H  35-00 

1875  five  different,  v.f.  40-45P4  15.00 

1861  ic  red  with  coupon  attached,  fine  63E-Bi  10.00 

ic  blue,  trial  color  block  of  4,  perforated  63TC6  26.00 

ioc  yellow-green,  large  die  proof  on  India  on  card,  cut  down,  fine  68P1  40.00 

1869  complete  set  card  proofs,  very  fine  39-00 

3c  essays,  five  colors  in  blocks  of  4,  fine  H4E-Ch  72.50 

5c  essays,  buff,  red-brown,  fine  ii5aE-F3  21.00 

30c  essays,  black  and  salmon,  block  of  4,  fine  i2iE-Ck  31.00 

30c  essays,  red  bands  top  and  bottom,  block  of  4,  fine  121E-C0  32.50 

90c  essays,  violet  frame,  fine  122E-CC  19.00 

90c  essays,  orange  frame,  fine  122E-CC  19.00 

90c  essays,  blue  frame,  fine  122E-CC  21.00 

1893  Complete  set  Columbians,  card  proofs  with  original  envelope  230-245P4  80.00 

$3.50  (R87)  Inland  Exchange-  $50.  U.S.I.R.  on  card  101P4  30.00 


The  Stamp  Duties  on  British  and  Irish 
Bank  Notes,  1783*1891 

(Continued  from  Page  175.) 

The  new  values  which  were  required  were  the  5d.,  iod.,  1/3,  1/9,  and  8/6.  On 
July  22,  1815,  the  following  new  dies  were  registered:  The  5d.  Dies  A to  H (see  big. 
23  for  Die  D),  the  iod.  Dies  A and  B (see  Fig.  24  for  Die  A),  the  1/3  Dies  A,  B and 
C (see  Fig.  25  for  Die  A),  the  1/9  Dies  A and  B (see  Fig.  26  for  Die  B),  and  the 
8/6  Dies  A and  B,  all  having  the  face  value  inscribed  in  two  or  more  lines  of  lettering 
beneath  a Crown.  The  two  8/6  dies  were  engraved  by  T.  Wyon,  Jr.,  the  others  by 
W.  Halfhide,  but  probably  owing  to  the  inexperience  of  the  latter  engraver,  all  the 
5d.,  iod.  and  1/9  dies  were  again  registered  on  July  26,  1 8 1 5>  after  the  removal  of 
sharp  edges  which  had  been  found  to  cut  the  paper.  A new  £30  Die  A engraved  by 
Wyon  and  inscribed  “fThirty”  was  also  registered  on  July  22,  1815,  and  was  probably 
used  for  stamping  bankers’  licences.  Several  £20  notes  of  this  period  have  been  seen 
stamped  with  the  2/-  Die  E,  inscribed  “TWO  SHILLINGS”  in  twm  lines,  which  had  been 
registered  on  June  20,  1811,  for  stamping  affidavits,  but  no  £50  note  has  been  seen  to 
enable  one  to  determine  wffiich  5/-  stamps  were  used  on  bank  notes  during  this  period. 
Stamps  embossed  in  colourless  relief  continued  to  denote  the  duties  on  all  country  bank 
notes  until  1821,  and  on  notes  exceeding  the  value  of  £5. 5s.  thereafter,  but  their  history 
will  not  be  followed  further  because  they  wrere  rarely  used  after  1828,  when  any  country 
banker  w7as  permitted  to  pay  a composition  in  lieu  of  the  stamp  duties. 


(To  be  continued.) 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  84 


179 


The  Essay* Proof  Society  Catalog  of 

British  North  America 
Essays  and  Proofs 

By  the  Catalog  Committee 
Kenneth  Minuse,  Chairman 


All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue, 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  PX  for  Progressive  Die  Proof,  plus  a 
capital  letter  for  each  design  and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  76,  p.  148. 

Color  numbers  are  from  Color  Standards  and  N omenclature  by  Robert  Ridgway. 

All  items  listed  in  this  catalog  will  have  been  seen  by  someone  on  the  Catalog  Com- 
mittee or  bv  some  other  competent  authority.  At  the  end  of  the  listings  for  each  country 
will  be  found  a description  of  any  items  that  may  have  become  connected  with  that  country 
but  for  various  reasons  have  been  omitted  from  this  catalog.  If  convincing  evidence  is 
submitted  to  justify  their  listing,  this  will  be  done  at  a later  date.  On  completion  of  this 
present  undertaking,  it  is  planned  to  issue  addenda  as  new  material  is  seen. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


C — Canceled 
E — Essay 

E-l — Essay  for  which  there  is  no  corre- 
sponding Scott’s  number. 

P — Proof 

PX — Progressive  Die  Proof 

TC — Trial  Color  Proof 

S — Specimen 

v. — vertical  reading  up 

h. — horizontal 

<1. — diagonal 

t.— top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 
1. — left 

r. — right 


1 —  die  impression,  large  margins 

2 —  die  impression,  small  margins 

3 —  plate  impression  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  impression  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  impression  on  paper  other  than 
India,  perforated 

6 —  plate  impression  on  paper  other  than 
India,  perforated 

$ — plate  impression  from  American  Bank 
Note  Co.  trade  sample  sheet 

9 — plate  impression  from  British  Ameri- 
can Bank  Note  Co.  trade  sample  sheet 
10 — Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.,  20th  Century 
Reprints. 


2101*1.  I**?  Cents. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  8 9 x 7 6mm 
Large  die  proof 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card 
dark  dusky  blue  (49  m/1) 


(Continued  from  JOCRNAL  No.  83, 
page  132). 


216TC2.  13  Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof 

a.  on  white  paper-surfaced  card  .014" 
thick,  stamp  size 
dusky  dark  red-violet  (63  m/3) 
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1 935. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  100  x 98mm 

2171*1.  1 Cent. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

On  the  one  seen  on  back  is  violet 
handstamp  bordered 
46x24mm  “C.  B.  N.  Co/  Ottawa/ 
Mar.  21,  1935”  and  ink  initials 
“C.  E.  L.” 

dull  blue-green  (37  m/1) 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  99  x 92mm 

218P1.  2 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

On  back  of  one  seen  is  a violet 
handstamp  “C.  B.  N.  Co./  Ottawa/ 
Mar.  15,  1935” 
dim  brown  (7  m/1) 

Die  No.  X-G  579 

219P1.  3 Cents. 

Large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  card 
deep  red  (carmine)  (1  i/0) 

220P1.  4 Cents. 

Large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  card 
yellow  (17  -/ 0 ) 

221  PI.  5 Cents. 

Large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  card 
dim  dark  blue  (47  k/1) 

222P1.  8 Cents. 

Large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  card 
dim  yellow-orange  (13  -/ 1 ) 

223P1.  10  Cents. 

Large  die  proof,  die  sunk  on  card, 
about  127  x 13  4mm 
carmine-rose  (1  b/2) 

224PX-A.  13  Cents. 

Large  progressive  die  proof,  with 
leaves  unfinished  on  India,  on  card 
dull  violet-blue  (53  i/2) 

2241*1.  13  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card,  about  127  x 134mm 
dull  violet-blue  (57  i/2) 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  8 8 x 75mm 

225P1.  20  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card,  127  x 134mm 
dim  olive-green  (25  m/1) 


225 TCI.  20  Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof  on  India, 
die  sunk  on  card  102  x 89mm 
deep  orange-red  (5  i/0) 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  8 8 x 7 5mm 

Vignette  engraved  by  Dawson 

226P1.  50  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  127  x 143mm 
dusky  violet-blue  (53  i/2) 

2201*2.  50  Cents. 

Small  die  proof  on  white  paper-sur- 
faced card  .014"  thick,  stamp  size 
dull  violet-blue  (53  i/2) 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  86  x 7 5mm 

227P1.  $ 1. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  127  x 13  4mm 
dusky  deep  blue  (49  m/1) 

227TC1.  $ 1. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof  on  India, 
die  sunk  on  card  102  x 99mm 
dull  olive-black,  shades  (29  m/4) 
(69  o/5) 


The  Unissued  King  Edward  VIII  Issue. 

Dies  were  prepared,  but  due  to  the 
abdication  were  never  used.  The 
lower  values  were  bas-relief  medal- 
lion similar  to  those  of  the  King 
George  V issue  of  1932.  A master 
die  was  made  and  a transfer  roll 
containing  three  reliefs  of  this  die 
was  made.  A secondary  die  of  the 
2c  value  was  also  made.  Die  proofs 
of  the  2c  value  in  green,  brown 
and  red  were  made.  All  dies, 
transfer  rolls  proofs  and  models 
were  destroyed  Jan.  27,  1929,  ex- 
cept one  model  which  is  preserved 
at  Ottawa. 


1937. 

Die  No.  X-G  631 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  86  x 86mm 

Vignette  from  a portrait  by  Bert- 
ram Park  of  London,  England.  The 
same  vignette  was  used  for  all 
values  from  lc  through  8c. 

231P1.  1 Cent. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card,  229  x 153mm 
dark  green  (35  k/0) 
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Die  No.  X-G  651 

Size  ot'  die  sinkage  about  8 7 x 9 0mm 

232P1.  2 Cent. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  22  9 x 15  3mm 
dull  brown  (11  k/0) 


233PX-A. 

233PX-A,  3 Cents. 

Dark  background,  light  shoulders 
and  light  hair. 

Large  progressive  die  proof,  8 8 x 
8 7mm  on  card  95  x 10  4mm 
carmine  (1  i/0) 

233PX-R. 

233PX-B.  3 Cents. 

Dark  background,  light  shoulders 
and  light  hair,  with  imprint  “CA- 
NADIAN BANK  NOTE  COMPANY 
with  imprint  “X-G  649  CANADIAN 
BANK  NOTE  COMPANY,  LIM- 
ITED”. H.  M.  KING  GEORGE  VI” 
Large  progressive  die  proof,  80  x 
8 6mm  on  card,  91  x 9 6mm 
carmine  (1  i/0) 

233PX-C 

233PX-C.  3 Cents. 

Light  background,  darker  shoul- 
ders and  dark  hair,  with  imprint 
“X-G  649  CANADIAN  BANK  NOTE 
COMPANY,  LIMITED”  Large  pro- 
gressive die  proof,  101  x 100mm 
on  card  108  x 110mm 
carmine  (1  i/0) 

Die  No.  X-G  649 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  101  x 101mm 
233P1.  3 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  229  x 153mm  with  die 
number  and  imprint  below 
dull  red-rose  (1  b/2) 


Die  No.  X-G  633 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  87  x 87mm 

234P1.  4 Cent, 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  229  x 153mm 
yellow  (17  -/0) 

Die  No.  X-G  634 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  8 6 x 87mm 

235P1.  5 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card,  2 29  x 153mm 
dim  dark  blue  (47  k/1) 

Die  No.  X-G  63  5 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  87  x 88mm 

236P1.  8 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 

on  card  229  x 15  3mm 

dim  yellow-orange  (13  -/l) 

Coronation  Issue 

1937. 

Die  No.  X-G  663 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  99  x 90mm 

237P1.  3 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  229  x 15  3mm 
carmine-rose  (1  b/2) 

Large  die  proof  on  India  on  card 
about  116  x 104mm 
carmine-rose  (1  b/2) 

1 938. 


Die  No.  X-G  675 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  76  x 88mm 

241  PI.  10  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

carmine-rose  (1  b/2) 


Die  No.  X-G  67  6 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  76  x 76mm 

242P1.  13  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  with  die  No.  and  imprint 
below 

dusky  deep  blue  (49  m/1) 
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Die  No.  X-G  677 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  86  x 75mm 


243PX-A 

Unfinished  foreground  between 
door  and  lower  left  corner 

243PX-A.  20  Cents. 

Large  progressive  die  proof  on 
India,  die  sunk  on  card 
deep  orange-red  (3  i/0) 

243P1 . 20  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dull  dim  brown  (7  i/2) 


248TC1.  20  Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof  on  India, 

die  sunk  on  card 

dull  yellow-green  (33  m/2) 

Die  No.  X-G  678 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  8 8 x 75mm 

244P1 . 50  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dim  blue-green  (37  m/1) 


245PX-A. 


Engraved  by  Preston  Dawson. 

Size  of  die  sinkage,  about  89  x 7 5mm 


245PX-A.  $ 1. 

Large  progressive  die  proof  of 
vignette  only,  die  sunk  on  card, 
about  115  x 90mm 
gray-black 


245PX-B. 


245PX-B.  $ 1. 

Large  progressive  die  proof,  fore- 
ground, background  and  cross 
hatching  unfinished,  die  sunk  on 
card,  about  115  x 97mm 
gray-black 

245PX-C. 

245PX-C.  $ 1. 

Large  progressive  die  proof,  back- 
ground unfinished,  die  sunk  on 
card,  about  115  x 9 7mm 
blue. 

Die  No.  X-G  679 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  89  x 7 5mm 

245P1.  $ 1 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  about  105  x 90mm  with 
die  No.  and  imprint 
dim  dark  blue  (47  k/1) 


1 !>3!>. 


24  OK- A. 

Size  of  design  33  x 21.5mm 
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246E-A.  1 Cent. 

Color  photo  model  essay  3 8 x 
26mm  with  black  photo  vignettes 
mounted  in  place.  Mounted  on  dull 
dark  yellow  thick  paper  about  125 
x 109mm  mounted  on  thick  white 
card  about  147  x 131mm.  On  back 
of  card  is  a violet  handstamp  bor- 
dered 46  x 32mm  “C.  B.  N.  Co./ 
OTTAWA/  JAN.  27,  1939”  and 

pencil  initials  “W.  H.  C.  and  En- 
graving Dept.” 

dim  deep  green  (37  i/0)  frame  and 
background  and  black  (69  o/5) 
vignette 

Die  No.  X-G  68  5 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  9 6 x 88mm 

24GP1.  1 Cent. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  about  103  x 95mm  with  die 
No.  and  imprint 

dim  deep  green  (37  i/1)  frame  and 
black  (69  o/5)  vignette 


247E-A. 


Size  of  design  21.5  x 33mm 

247E-A.  2 Onts. 

Color  photo  model  essay  26  x 3 7mm 
with  black  photo  vignette  mounted 
in  place.  Mounted  on  dull  dark 
thick  paper  about  109  x 125mm 
mounted  on  thick  white  card  about 
131  x 14  7mm.  On  back  of  card 
is  a violet  handstamp  bordered  4 6 
x 32mm  “C.  B.  N.  Co./  OTTAWA/ 
JAN.  27,  1939/”  and  pencil  initials 
“W.  H.  C.”  and  “Engraving  Dept.” 
Dim  dusky  red  (maroon)  (1  m/1) 
frame  and  black  (69  o/5)  vignette 


Die  No.  X-G  686 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  88  x 100mm 

2471*1 . 2 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dull  brown  (11  k/2)  frame  and 
black  (69  o/5)  vignette 


248E-A 


Size  of  design  33  x 21mm 

248E-A.  3 C^nts. 

Color  photo  model  essay  retouched 
with  color  wash  and  white  letter- 
ing, corner  crowns  engraved  and 
mounted  in  place.  White  border 
photo  37  x 2 5mm  mounted  on  dull 
dark  yellow  thick  paper  mounted 
on  thick  white  card  about  147  x 
131mm.  Number  “3”  in  ink  on  back 
of  card. 

dark  red-brown  (3  k/0) 


248E-B. 

Size  of  design  33  x 21mm 

248E-B.  3 Cents. 

Color  photo  model  essay  38  x 25.5- 
mm  with  black  photo  vignettes  and 
1939  date,  mounted  in  place. 
Mounted  on  dull  dark  yellow  thick 
paper  about  125  x 109mm  mount- 
ed on  thick  white  card  about  127  x 
131mm.  On  back  of  card  is  a 
violet  handstamp  bordered  46  x 32- 
mm  “C.  B.  N.  Co./  OTTAWA,/  Jan. 
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27,  1939”  and  pencil  initials 

“WHC”  and  “Engraving  Dept.” 
dark  red-brown  (3  k/0)  frame  and 
black  (69  o/5)  vignettes 

Die  No.  X-G  687 
Size  of  die  sinkage  98  x 89mm 

248P1.  3 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  110  x 9 9mm  with  die  No. 
and  imprint 

dull  red-rose  (1  b/2)  frame  and 
black  (69  o/5)  vignette 


Die  No.  X-G  73  9 
Size  of  design  17  x 2 0.5mm 
Size  of  die  sinkage  about  7 5 x 87mm 

249P1.  1 Cent. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dark  green  (35  m/1) 


Die  No.  X-G  740 

Size  of  design  17  x 20.5mm 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  76  x 88mm 

250P1.  2 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dull  dark  brown  (11  m/2) 


Die  No.  X-G  741 

Size  of  design  17  x 20.5mm 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  76  x 88mm 

251  PI.  3 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card,  about  91  x 103mm  with 
die  No.  and  imprint 
carmine,  shades  (1  k/0)  (1  i/0) 

252P1.  3 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dusky  red-purple  (67  m/0) 


Die  No.  X-G  7 42 

Size  of  design  20.5  x 17mm 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  88  x 67mm 

253P1.  4 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dull  blue-black  (41  m/4) 


1 943 

Die  No.  X-G  791 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  76  x 87mm 

254P1.  4 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

carmine  (1  i/0) 

1942. 

Die  No.  X-G  7 43 

Size  of  design  17  x 20.5mm 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  75  x 82mm 

255P1.  5 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dim  dark  blue  (47  m/1) 

Die  No.  X-G  744 

Size  of  design  17  x 20.5mm 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  89  x 68mm 

256P1.  8 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dim  dusky  brown  (7  m/1) 

Die  No.  X-G  745 
Size  of  design  21.5  x 33mm 
Size  of  die  sinkage  about  75  x 8 8mm 

257P1.  10  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dusky  orange-brown  (chestnut 
brown)  (11  m/1) 

Die  No.  X-G  74  6 

Size  of  design  33  x 21.5mm 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  8 6 x 74mm 

258P1.  13  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card,  about  97  x 80mm 
dim  dusky  green  (37  m/1) 

1 943. 

Die  No.  X-G  795 
Size  of  design  3 3.2  x 21.5mm 
Size  of  die  sinkage  about  S9  x 74mm 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  84 


185 


2,”  14  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dim  dusky  green  (37  m/1) 

1042. 

Die  No.  X-G  747 
Size  of  design  33  x 21.5mm 
Size  of  die  sinkage  about  83.5  x 6 9mm 

260P1.  20  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

very  dusky  dark  brown  (69  m/4) 

Die  No.  X-G  748 
Size  of  design  3 3.2  x 21.5mm 
Size  of  die  sinkage  about  88  x 73mm 

261  PI.  50  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dark  bluish-violet  (59  m/1) 

Die  No.  X-G  749 
Size  of  design  33  x 21.5mm 
Size  of  die  sinkage  about  8 5 x 74mm 

262P1.  $ 1. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dusky  deep  blue  (49  m/1) 


1946. 

Die  No.  X-G  814 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  7 3 x 62mm 
268PX-A 

Without  values  in  value  tablets 

268 PX- A.  8 Cents. 

Large  progressive  die  proof 
a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card 
dark  gray-black  (69  m/5) 
dim  dark  brown  (5  m/1) 


Die  No.  X-G  814 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  73  x 62mm 

268IM.  8 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dim  dark  brown  (5  m/1) 

268TC1.  8 Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof  on  India, 

die  sunk  on  card 

dark  gray-black  (69  m/5) 


270 PX- A. 

Without  values  in  value  tablets 
Die  No.  X-G  815 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  72  x 6 2mm 

270PX-A.  14  Cents. 

Large  progressive  die  proof 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card 
dark  gray-black 

b.  on  India  die  sunk  on  card  with 
Die  No.  and  imprint 

dim  dusky  green  (37  m/1) 

Die  No.  X-G  816 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  77  x 63mm 

272P1.  50  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dark  green  (35  m/1) 

272TC1.  50  Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof  on  India, 
die  sunk  on  card 
dark  bluish-violet  (57  m/0) 
dark  gray-black  (69  m/5) 

Air  Post 

By  Canadian  Bank  Note  Co. 

1918. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  102  x 88mm 
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Cl  1*1.  5 Cents. 

Large  die  proof 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  about 
152  x 15  8mm 

dull  olive-brown  (sepia)  (17  m/3) 

b.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  about 
164  x 14  9mm 

On  face  of  card  in  black  ink 
“P  J V”  and  in  lead  pencil  “27 
Aug  28’’.  On  back  of  card  “34’’ 
dull  olive-brown  (sepia)  (17  m/3) 


C6P1.  6 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  229  x 15  3mm 
dusky  deep  blue  (49  m/1) 

C6TC1.  6 Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof  on  India, 
mounted  on  card  about  48  x 4 2mm 
dusky  brown,  shades  (5  m/0) 

(7  m/1) 


1 930. 


C2E-A 


“POST”  at  right  instead  of  “POST- 
AGE” 


1942-43. 


Die  No.  X-G  7 50 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  86.5  x 73mm 

C7P1.  6 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  about  229  x 153mm 
dusky  deep  blue  (49  m/1) 


Die  No.  X-G  79  2 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  89  x 7 3mm 

C8P1.  7 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  about  229  x 154. 
dusky  deep  blue  (49  m/1) 


2E-A.  5 Cents. 

Small  die  essay 

b.  on  card,  stamp  size 
black  (71  o/5) 

c.  on  thick  white  wove  paper,  stamp 
size.  Mounted  on  faint  yellow 
thick  card  about  79  x 6 5mm  with 
“30  July  29”  in  blue-black  ink, 
with  a tissue  paper  cover  on  which 
is  a violet  handstamp  “APPROVED 
per”  and  “Z  J V (?)  30  July  29” 
in  lead  pencil. 

dull  olive-brown  (bister)  (15  m/2) 


Air  Post  Special  Delivery 
By  Canadian  Bank  Note  Co. 

1942. 

Die  No.  X-G  751 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  114  x 71mm 

CE1P1.  16  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  about  229  x 15  4mm 
dusky  violet-blue  (51  m/0) 


1 935. 

Vignette  from  an  oil  painting  by 
A.  E.  Furinger  made  expressly  for 
this  stamp 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  85  x 74.5mm 
C51’l.  6 Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  about  128  x 133mm 
dim  dusky  brown  (7  m/1) 


CE1TC1.  16  Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof 
a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card 

dim  dusky  violet-red  (purple) 
(69  m / 1 ) 


1943. 

Die  No.  X-G  793 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  109  x 88.5mm 


1 938. 

Die  No.  X-G  674 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  89.5  x 75.5mm 


CE2P1.  17  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  about  231  x 155mm 
dusky  violet-blue  (51  m/0) 
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Special  Delivery 

By  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  Ottawa. 
1898. 

Die  No.  F 126 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  68  x 63mm 

El  PI.  10  Cents. 

a.  Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card  72  x 67mm 
dim  dark  blue-green  (39  k/1) 

K1  TCI.  10  Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof 

a.  on  card  .0085"  thick 
dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

b.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick 
about  56  x 50mm 

dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  with  Die 
No.  and  imprint 

In  pencil  on  face  of  card  “Dear  Sir: 
This  is  one  of  only  three  printed” 
blue-green  (39  -/0) 

E1TC2.  10  Cent s. 

Small  trial  color  die  proof,  stamp 
size 

black  ( 71  o/5  ) 

Die  No.  O-G  420 

1 022. 

E2TC1.  20  Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof 

b.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  57  x 41mm 
dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 


By  Canadian  Bank  Note  Co. 

Die  No.  X-G  177 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  88  x 111mm 
1027. 

E3P1.  20  Cents. 

Large  die  proof 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  about 
134  x 16  6mm 

deep  orange-red  (7  i/0) 

b.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  about 
165  x 188  with  die  No.  above 
deep  orange-red  (7  i/0) 

E3TC1.  20  Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof 
a.  on  card  .0085"  thick,  about  77  x 
99mm 

dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 


b.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  39  x 53mm 

dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

c.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card 
dark  green  (35  m/1) 

E3TC2.  20  Cents. 

Small  trial  color  die  proof 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size 
black  (71  o/5) 


By  British  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
1930. 

E4P1.  20  Cents. 

Large  die  proof 

a.  on  India,  mounted  on  very  thick 
card  about  131  x 13  9mm 
dark  red-brown  (1  k/0) 


Bj  Canadian  Bank  Note  Co. 

1 935. 

Die  No.  X-G  586 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  94  x 87.5mm 


E6P1.  20  Cents. 

Large  die  proof 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  about 
127  x 134mm 

dark  red-brown  (1  k/0) 

b.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  about 
103  x 9 6mm  with  die  No.  and  im- 
print below 

dark  red-brown  (1  k/0) 


1 938-39. 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  108  x 87mm 

E7P1 . 10  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dark  green  (37  m/1) 


Die  No.  X-G  673 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  107  x 86mm 

E8P1.  20  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dark  red-brown  (1  k/0) 
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Die  No.  X-G  752 
Size  of  design  42.2  x 36mm 
Size  of  die  sinkage  about  103  x 73mm 

E10P1.  10  Cents. 

Large  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk 
on  card 

dark  green  (35  m/1) 


Registration  Stamps 
By  British  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
1875-89. 

F1P2.  2 Cents. 

Small  die  proof 

b.  on  white  bond  paper  .003"  thick, 
about  48  x 2 0mm 
Vermillion  (9  i/0) 

F1TC2.  2 Cents. 

Small  trial  color  die  proof 
a.  on  India 

dusky  maroon  (1  m/0) 

F1P3.  2 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India 
scarlet  (5  i/0) 


F2P2.  5 Cents. 

Small  die  proof 

b.  on  white  bond  paper  .003"  thick 
about  48  x 20mm 
dark  blue-green  (37  k/0) 

F2TC2.  5 Cents. 

Small  trial  color  die  proof 
a.  on  India 

dusky  deep  blue  (49  m/1) 

F2P3.  5 Cents. 

Flate  proof  on  India 

dark  green,  shades  (35  k/0) 

38  m/1) 

F2P4.  5 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  card 
dark  green  (35  k/0) 


F3P2.  8 Cents. 

Small  die  proof 

b.  on  white  bond  paper  .003"  thick 
about  48  x 2 0mm 
dim  dusky  blue  (45  m/1) 


F3TC2.  8 Cents. 

Small  trial  color  die  proof 
a.  on  India 

dim  dusky  green  (37  m/1) 

F3P3.  8 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  India 

dim  dusky  blue,  shades  (45  m/1) 

(47  m/1) 

F3P4.  8 Cents. 

Plate  proof  on  card 
dim  dusky  blue  (47  m/1) 


Postage  Due  Stamps. 

By  The  American  Bank  Note  Co., 
Ottawa. 

1 906-28. 

Die  No.  F-182. 

J1TC1.  1 Cent. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof 
b.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  44  x 43mm  with  die  No.  and 
imprint 

dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

J1TC2.  1 Cent. 

Small  trial  color  die  proof 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size 
black  (71  o/5) 


Die  No.  F-181. 

J2TC1.  2 Cents. 

Large  trial  color  die  proof 

b.  on  faint  yellow  card  .011"  thick, 
about  44  x 43mm  with  die  no.  and 
imprint 

dark  olive-black  (23  m/5) 

J2TC2.  2 Cents. 

Trial  color  small  die  proof 
a.  on  card,  stamp  size 
black  (71  o/5) 

1928. 

Die  No.  X-G  188 

Size  of  die  sinkage  about  76  x 67.5mm 
J3P1.  4 Cents. 

Large  die  proof 

a.  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card  about 
147  x 13  8mm 

On  face  of  card  in  black  ink 
“P  J V”  and  in  lead  pencil  “6  June 
28”  with  die  No. 
dull  dark  violet  (61  m/3) 


(To  be  continued.) 
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Secretary’s  Report 

By  Kenneth  M INUSE,  Secretary 
1236  Grand  Concourse,  New  York  56,  N.  Y. 

Members  Admitted 

1020  Bobo,  John  S.,  1668  Sycamore  Street,  Des  Plaines,  111.  60018 

1021  Shafer,  Neil,  Whitman  Publishing  Co.,  Racine,  Wis.  53404 

1022  Bain,  Thomas  C.,  3717  Marquette  Drive,  Dallas,  Texas  75225 

1023  Diamond,  J.  Leonard,  407  Lincoln  Road,  Miami  Beach,  Fla.  33139 

1024  Black,  Dr.  Edgar  C.,  1726  Western  Parkwav,  Vancouver  8,  B.  C.,  Canada 

1025  H orwitz,  S.  M.,  Box  26,  Tannersville,  N.  Y.  12485 

Change  of  Address 

983  Stark,  Leonard  W.,  to  112  South  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

C84  Harmer,  Gordon,  to  589  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

241  Vahan  Mozian,  Inc.,  to  545  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

191  Beals,  D.  T.  III.,  to  5315  Mission  Woods  Road,  Sha  wnee  Mission,  Kansas  66208 

247  Babcock,  Edward  P.,  to  1 Gregg  Ave.,  Wilmington,  Del.  19807 

Deceased 

834  Dilliston,  William  266  Knoth,  G.  S. 

Resignations 

1017  Blue,  Lt.  William  C.  893  Hechlinger,  Louis  L. 

843  Brenner,  Herman  M. 

Remuneration  of  Membership 

Members  reported  in  Journal  No.  83  

Gains  ^ 

To  correct  error  in  Journal  No.  78  

Losses  

Net  membership  in  this  Journal  No.  84  

Non-member  subscribers  


248 

6 

1 

5 

250 

16 


Reports  of  Society  Monthly  Meetings 

Joseph  G.  Reinis,  Chairman  Kenneth  Minuse,  Secretary 

Meeting  of  June  10,  1964.  Present  were:  Mrs.  McCoy,  Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Messrs.  Anton,  Blanchard, 
Cohen,  Jacobs,  Minuse  and  Weaver.  Our  guests  were  Mrs.  Newmann,  Mr.  Fred  A.  Auerbach  and 

Mr.  Jerri  Chaivoe. 

AI  rs.  Paulette  N eietnann  exhibited  a beautiful  collection  of  French  essays  and  proofs  which  was 

accompanied  by  a very  interesting  and  informative  talk.  For  those  who  are  not  too  familiar  with  this 

material  Mrs.  Newmann,  a student  in  this  field  for  over  twenty  years,  gave  the  following  details  which 
might  be  of  interest : 

When  a new  stamp  is  planned  to  be  issued,  the  French  postal  authorities  ask  artists  approved  by 

the  government  to  submit  designs.  A circular  explains  the  type  of  design  desired,  with  the  exception 

of  commemoratives.  The  choice  of  the  subject  is  left  to  the  competing  artists.  At  a special  meeting, 

at  which  the  Minister  of  Posts  presides,  the  drawing  to  be  used  is  selected.  This  drawing  is  then  reduced 

by  photography  to  the  size  of  the  future  stamp.  The  engraver  then  engraves  the  die,  taking  progressive 
proofs  as  the  desien  is  developed.  Once  the  die  is  finished,  final  proofs  are  made  on  thin  cardboard 

about  4*4  x 5J4  inches.  Some  bear  the  signature  of  the  engraver  or  artist.  All  proofs  are,  in  theory, 
delivered  to  the  Printing  Office.  Of  these,  the  artist  or  engraver  receives  six  for  himself.  As  these 
proofs  are  taken  from  the  unhardened  die  they  are  limited  in  number;  the  unhardened  die  might  lose 
some  of  its  fineness  if  too  large  quantities  were  made  from  it. 

Since  1956  the  artists  or  engravers  are  limited,  by  Government  decree,  to  produce  not  more  than 
18  proofs.  These  bear  a special  white  embossed  “CONI  ROLE  seal  at  the  lower  left  side.  In  addition 
to  these  18  proofs,  some  secondary  die  proofs  with  a smaller  die  sinkage  are  made,  also  bearing  the 
“CONTROLE”  seal.  Official  trial  color  proofs  (ESSAIS  DE  COULEURS)  are  made,  from  which  the 
color  of  the  stamp  to  be  issued  is  chosen.  These  bear  a punched  hole  and  usually  have  a hand-written 
number  in  the  lower  left  corner  which  indicates  the  ink  to  be  used.  They  are  about  3 V2  x 4P2  inches 
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in  size  and  are  made  in  from  io  to  30  colors  and  are  quite  scarce.  PLATE  PROOFS  are  imperforate 
and  in  the  color  of  issue.  Three  sheets  of  these  are  placed  in  the  official  files  and  10  are  given  to 
high  government  officials.  DE  LUXE  PRESENTATION  PROOFS  are  made  one  by  one  by  a craftsman 
on  a hand  press  in  the  issued  color.  Formerly,  only  55  were  made  for  France,  but  now  from  135  to  150 
are  made.  For  the  French  Colonies,  65  were  made,  but  now  from  136  to  153  are  made.  They  bear 
a punched  hole  and  the  inscription  “ATELIER  DES  TIMBRES  POST,  PARIS”  or  an  embossed  seal 
at  top  or  bottom  reading  “MINISTERE  DES  COLONIES”  or  “SECRETARIAT  d’ETAT  AUX 
COLONIES,”  and  are  about  5x6  inches  or  smaller.  Most  of  these  are  distributed  to  high  government 
officials.  DE  LUXE  COLLECTIVE  PROOFS  consist  of  one  or  more  stamps  printed  on  heavy  ungummed 
paper,  imperforate,  but  a few  of  these  exist  perforated  on  thin  gummed  paper  and  are  very  scarce. 


Germany 

The  “MIDDLE  TYPE’*  Essay  of  the  1902  2mks  Blue 

By  Bernard  Hamjer 

In  preparing  the  new  “Deutsches  Reich”  designs,  to  replace  the  old  “Reichpost”  issue 
of  1900,  the  2mks  went  through  three  stages.  The  first,  which  was  issued  on  April  I, 
1902,  is  Scott’s  Type  A18,  while  the  third  and  final  type,  issued  in  May  of  that  year  is 
Scott’s  Type  A21. 

The  rare  second  type  was  prepared,  but  never  regularly  issued,  although  a few  used 
copies  are  known.  It  has  the  center  and  sunrays  of  the  first  type,  with  the  lettering  of  the 
third  type. 

This  rarity  was  found  by  one  of  the  H.  R.  Harmer  experts  as  the  ordinary  T.ype 
A18  in  a collection  he  was  preparing  for  sale.  Although  not  in  Scott,  both  Stanley  Gibbons 
and  Michel  Catalogues  list  it,  the  latter  at  Mks.  5000. 


April  1902  type 
“Deutsches  Reich” 
Gothic 

Sunrays  - lined 


Middle  type 
“Deutsches  Reich” 
Roman 

Sunrays  - lined 


May  1902  type 
“Deutsches  Reich” 
Roman 

Sunrays  - shadowed 


G.  S.  Keotli 

Mr.  Knoth,  known  affectionately  as  “Dutch,”  and  loyal  member  of  The  Essay-Proof 
Society  (No.  266),  died  at  the  age  of  61  on  June  29,  1964.  Both  a collector  and  a dealer, 
he  lived  in  Miami,  Florida,  and  carried  on  his  business  from  that  city.  Interested  in 
U.  S.  20th  century  issues,  Mr.  Knoth  also  specialized  in  the  mounting  and  writing-up  of 
philatelic  collections. 


On  Navy  Day,  May  18,  1963,  Argentina  issued  a 4P  rotogravure  printed  stamp 
(Scott  A317)  depicting  the  frigate  La  Argentina.  This  was  taken  from  an  oil  painting  b\ 

Emilio  Biggeri. 
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McCoy  Collection  Given  to  Collectors  Club 

Essay-Proof  Society  Director  Mrs.  Ethel  B.  McCoy  has  presented  the  unsurpassed 
collection  of  United  States  plate  numbers  formed  by  the  late  Walter  McCoy  to  the 
Collectors  Club  of  New  York.  According  to  the  report  in  Western  Stamp  Collector 
by  William  Wylie,  “It’s  good  to  know  that  this  outstanding  collection  is  to  be  kept  intact 
as  a memorial  to  one  of  the  titans  in  the  field  of  plate  number  collecting. 

“After  Mr.  McCoy’s  death  in  1952,  his  widow  gratified  all  of  us  by  announcing 
that  she  intended  to  keep  her  late  husband’s  plate  number  collection  and  would  hold  it 
accessible  to  students  for  reference.  The  last  plate  number  Mr.  McCoy  acquired  was 
No.  24663  but  in  recent  years  Mrs.  McCoy  has  acquired  examples  of  later  numbers  so 
that  it  now  represents  all  numbers  from  No.  1 to  No.  25000.  And  she  has  decided 
it  will  be  most  useful  to  philately  if  it  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Collectors  Club.” 

This  latest  gift  of  Mrs.  McCoy  confirms  that  she  truly  is  a dedicated  patron  of 
philately. 


Vatican  City  — 1963  Freedom  from  Hunger  Issue 

In  connection  with  this  United  Nations  project  Vatican  City  released  a two-design, 
four-value  set  (Scott  Nos.  556-559)  on  March  21,  1963.  The  15L  and  100L  values  depict 
Bartolm  Estaban  Murillo’s  “The  Miracle  of  the  Loaves  and  Fishes”;  the  40I  and  200I, 
show  the  “Miraculous  Catch  of  Fishes”  by  Raphael.  These  stamps  were  rotogravure 
printed  by  the  State  Printing  Works — Security  Division,  Rome. 


We  have  on  hand  a LARGE  SELECTION  OF 

ERRORS  AMI  VARIETIES 

including  Proofs-Essays-Specimens-Artist  Drawings  etc. — 
an  accumulation  of  over  35  years. 

In  addition,  we  have  oddities  of  many  Topicals  and  Air- 
mails from  many  different  countries  (especially  strong  in 
MONACO),  FRANCE  and  COLONIES,  NEW  AFRICAN 
REPUBLICS,  etc.  Artist  Die  Proofs,  De  Luxe  Sheets,  Imperf.  Trial  Colors, 
(some  in  colorful  strips  of  5,  even  some  in  complete  sheets)  . 

Please  write  us.  We  will  gladly  make  special  offers  or  selections  for 

you. 


ARTIST  DRAWINGS 

We  are  one  of  a few  specializing  in  original  drawings,  made  by  different 
artists.  These  are  mostly  unique  projects  or  finished  design  extremely  color- 
ful, artistic  work. 

They  could  be  an  outstanding  addition  to  any  collection. 

On  hand  now:  Refugee,  Olympic,  U.  N.  Europa  etc.  Details  on  request. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOR  ERRORS  - TOPICALS 

S.  SEREBRAKIAN,  INC. 

P.  O.  Box  448  Monroe,  N.  Y. 
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Perfect  for 

Essays  and  Proofs 


Made  of  the  material  that  preserves 
priceless  and  irreplaceable  material  in 
the  Library  of  Congress. 


FREE  SAMPLES 

are  available,  plus  a list  of  sizes,  by 
writing  to 

Protective  Mounts 

525  S.  Western  Ave.,  Los  Angeles  5,  Calif. 


HOW  MANY? 

The  E.  P.  S.  has  several  hundred  members. 
At  a recent  stamp  exhibition,  we  joined  with 
three  other  New  York  auctioneers  in  a dis- 
cussion as  to  how  many  of  these  were  auc- 
tion buyers.  We  checked  the  number  of 
bidders  on  a collection  of  proofs  and  essays 
in  one  of  our  sales  who  were  E.  P.  S.  mem- 
bers, and  the  number  was  surprisingly  few. 

There  were  more  buyers  who  were  NOT 
members  than  there  were  those  who  were. 
This  indicates,  for  one  thing,  that  the  mem- 
bership potential  for  the  E.  P.  S.  is  rather 
large. 

Does  it  also  indicate  that  there  are  mem- 
bers who  are  not  interested  in  adding  to 
their  collections?  (We  are  allowing,  of 
course,  for  those  whose  collections  are  so 
advanced  that  there  is  little  coming  up  at 
auction  to  interest  them.) 

We’d  appreciate  comments  on  this,  and 
we’d  love  to  hear  from  any  E.  P.  S.  members 
who  are  interested  in  buying  fine  essay  and 
proof  material  and  who  are  not  now  on  our 
list.  There  must  be  quite  a few  of  these. 
Would  any  care  to  send  us  their  names? 

HERMAN  HERST,  JR. 

SHRUB  OAK,  N.  Y.  10588 


WANTED  TO  BUY 


Proof  bank  notes  — books  — En- 
gravings — vignettes  of  any  bank 
note  company. 

Bureau  of  engraving  books,  vi- 
gnettes etc. 

Counterfeit  detectors  — Heath, 
Ormsby,  etc. 

Documents  pertaining  to  banknote 
companies,  engravers,  etc. 

Please  forward  your  material,  to- 
gether with  price. 

If  accepted  we  will  promptly  air 
mail  check. 

James  Incorporated 

James  Building 

105  West  Main  St.,  Louisville  2,  Kentucky 
JUniper  3-4851-2-3 


Hawaii 
Portugal  A 
Colonies 

In  our  extensive  stocks  are: 

1 . A magnificent  group  of  essays 
and  proofs  of  both  postage  and 
revenue  stamps  of  Hawaii. 

2.  A comprehensive  selection  of 
postage  stamp  proofs  of  Portu- 
gal and  Colonies. 

We  invite  your  inquiries  about 
this  specialized  material  from 
two  increasingly  popular  areas. 

New  England  Stamp  Co. 

45  Bromfield  St.  Boston  8,  Mass. 


RARE 

DIE 

PROOFS 

#56,  57,  59,  63,  68,  71, 

72,  78P2a  ( 1 c,  3c,  5c,  1 Oc, 

12c,  24c,  30c,  90c)  Small 
Dies  — Special  Printing 
made  in  1915  for  Pan-Pa- 
cific Exposition,  only  3 to  5 
of  each  known.  Very  Fine. 

Cat.  $675+  Net  $395 

#247,  253-63P2a  ( 1 c to 
$5.00,  No.  2c)  12  var., 

Small  Dies  — Special  1915 
Pan-Pacific  Printing,  only  3 
to  5 known.  Very  Fine.  Cat. 

$765+  Net  $385 

#331 -342P1  (lc  to  $1.00) 

Set  of  12,  Large  Dies.  Rare. 

Very  Fine.  Cat.  $ 1,800 -t 

Net  $585 

WHAT  ELSE 

DO  YOU  NEED 

. . . IN  . . . 

PROOFS  AND  ESSAYS? 


Satisfaction  or  Immediate  Refund 

Gladly  Sent  on  Approval  with 
References 

Installment  Payment  Terms 
If  Desired 

(No  Interest  or  Carrying 
Charges) 

Jack  E.  Molesworth 

I ncorporated 

APS  88  BEACON  STREET 

CSA  BOSTON,  MASS.  02108  A\ 

SPA  Phone:  523-2522  AiK 


A 

Y 


can  be  bought  and 
sold  through 


A 

Robson  Lowe 

LTD. 

N 

D 

- at  - 

P 

50  PALL  MALL 
LONDON,  S.  W.  1. 
ENGLAND 

R 

O 

Our  "Review"  gives  full  details  o 

o 

our  international  organisation — sent 
for  a copy  to-day. 

F 

S ! 


It  hen  replying  1 o this  advertisement  please  men- 
tion that  you  saiv  it  in  "The  Essay  Proof 
Journal”. 


Afghanistan  to  Zamhezia- 

80  ( on ill rr  Collections 

v 

IN  OUR  DEC.  9-11  SALE 

A BIG,  old-time  general  collection,  cataloguing 
around  $100,000  by  the  1964  Scott,  has  been 
divided  into  about  80  lots  by  countries  for  our  Dec. 
9-1  1 auction  of  foreign  stamps.  The  collection  is 
full  of  rarities,  and  features  such  countries  as  France, 
Germany,  German  States,  Italy,  San  Marino  and 
Spain.  ( No  U.  S.  or  British  Commonwealth. ) Formed 
in  Europe. 

• Other  sections  of  this  sale  include:  France,  early 
unused  blocks  of  four,  pristine  condition  — the 
Napoleon  1 fr  re-issue  among  others.  Mexico's  Uni- 
versity and  other  popular  sets.  Europe  and  British 
Commonwealth  well  represented  with  better-grade 
sets  and  single  items.  Many  cover  lots. 

• A beautiful,  rare  Canada  12-pence  black  scar  die 
proof  on  thick  India.  Only  two  exist.  It  came  from 
a British  North  American  Bank  Note  Co.  sample 
book.  Estimated  value,  $500. 

Ask  now  for  a catalog  of  this  attractive  sale. 

HARMER,  ROOKE  fir  CO.,  Inc. 

589  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10017  (Enter  on  E.  48th) 

Phone:  212,  MU  8-5252 

International  Auctioneers  of  Fine  Stamps 


